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Patent Litigation: 1923-2010



Patent Litigation: 1840-1910 (SDNY / ED Pa)



Patent Litigation Database

• 1922 reporting requirement
• Notices to PTO with key details—like 

patent numbers
• Published in Official Gazette, 

July 1922 - December 1984
• Digitize with LLM
• Database

• Combine w/ LitAlert post-1984
• Shows litigated patents in cases filed 

back to 1923



Kelly et al (2021) Innovation Metric

• Examine full text of issued patents, 
score on two criteria:

• Novelty (over past patents)
• Influence (on future patents)

• Validation:
• Citations
• Historical patents
• Productivity

• Long coverage: 1840-2002
• Identify deciles (top 10%, etc.)



Results

1. Technological revolutions play a large role in explaining waves of patent 
litigation



Waves of Basic Innovation, 1840-2002



Example: D10 vs. D4



Variance Decomposition, D1-D10



Results

1. Technological revolutions play a large role in explaining waves of patent 
litigation

2. Litigation of top-scoring, revolutionary patents is driven by their unusual 
longevity



Age/Litigation Curves, D1-D10



D10 Litigation Premium
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