Chaddick Institutéolicy Study October31, 2024
By Joseph P. Schwietermand Emily Hamilton

Illinoi &1,110 miles of rivers anstreamsreachnearlyall its citieswith more thana fewthousand
residents but thework of smallermunicipalitiesto leveragethesenatural resourcess poorly understood
While the high-profile river initiativesof Chicago, Napervill&eoria and other citiehavecaptured the
spotlight, laudablesfforts by lesspopulatedplacestend to go unrecognizedutside their homearess.

This reportshowcase25 small and migsizecommunitiesin lllinois that lieoutside of metropolitan Chicago
andare notable forhavingthoughtful civic, environmental, and recreationatitiativespertaining to rivers
These villages and citiesll having populations under 20,0G0¢ a subset athe more than 100
municipalitiesevaluated Eachhas made rivers dynamic partstbeir communitywithout the help of
expansiveplanningstaffsor public works budgets

The Featuredommunitiesare groupedby sizewith smallercommunitiespresentedfirst. To keep the
focus on village and city initiativese exclude the work ahultijurisdictionalefforts ofthe U.SArmyCorps
of Engineers, th&tate of lllinois, county governments, and fialinits devoted to watershegrotection
from our discussion. We alsexcludedindustrial port, and marine shippinginitiatives Our study team
made factfinding visits taall except two communities, where visits will occur in 2025.

Oursummariesof the 25 communities are followed pnclusionsinda reviewoff 2 Ny . St G t 2NIia Q
facilitating economic development in ways not covered in our revigartingon page ¥, we summarize

the communities'characteristicand tabulatetheir river strategies, as well as describe our evaluation

techniques. A photo gallery is on page 20.
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Figure 1: Featured Communities, with Page Numbers
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The National Great Rivers

Research & Education Center
We are grateful for the support of the National Great Rivers Research & Education Center, which
is dedicated to studying great river systems and the communities that use them. The center aspires to
be a leader in scholarly research, education, and outreach related to the interconnectedness of large
rivers, their floodplains, watersheds, and their associated communities.
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Marina

This smalcommunityinthe & G I GoBHést corner

is noted forGramery Park a 10-acreamenityatop
Montgomery Hilthat offersstriking river viewsTre
park is an lllinois Natural Heritage Landmark near 26
ceremonial and burial mounds from the Hopewell
Native American Cultur@he municipalpark haan
overlook(see phot9, a pavilionseaing approximately
40 people, walking trails, playgroundepdern
restrooms,and picnic sites with charcoal grillss It
trails havehistorical and archaeological signage.

East Dubuqueassistghe privately managedVidtown
Marina, which ha®253 slips, a 34ite campground
and a restaurantThe Lions Club erected a pavilion
YSIENI G§KS OR offeing viedv® dthé
5,700foot Julien Dubuque Bridge, which linke city
to the much larger Dubuque, 14t isonthe National
Register of Historic Placdsearby,the Dubuque Ralil
Bridge, built in 188&vith a swing span, is iconic and
unusualfor beingreachableby trains ina tunnel
through Montgomery HillEast Dubuque seeks to
overcome funding limitshat preventit from hosting
broaderriver-oriented civic andcultural events.

Zoom into
maps to
see details

ELIZABETHTOWN

Simplified Rendering

Thistiny Ohio Rivetown has three municipally owned
parcelsalong its shorelineThough unnamed he most
prominentparcelhasa pavilion andoat ramp and
serves ashe River to River Trdilailhead This160-

mile trail isoverseen by the River tiverTrail Society

based imearbyMetropolis.9 f A T | 6 SHiskofic2 6y Q a

Rose Hotelwhich isstate-ownedanddates t01812, is
LtfAy2AaQéasib intheprotd, faklehiBd
it overlooks the riverAnotherparcelprovidesaccess
to adocked vesseE-Town Riverwhich ha a
restaurant(temporarily closedinset photg, while a
third parcel is currently unleased.

Several blocks from the river, a small municipal park
used for festivals and recreatiorlizabethtowrhas
the smallest population and lowest median household

f I dzy O kicomeof the 25featuredcommunities More
funding wouldcreateopportunities for largeiscde
progranming andriverfront developmentDiscussions
are underway abouhostinga car show on the
riverfront.




City of Grafton(765)
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Graftona AR (2 KI @S
veritable cavalcade d¥lississippi Rivezonnectiors. It
has ahistoric lighthouse (not in use), boat launch,
marina,and dining district within an easy walk from
the shoreline The privately run Grafton Ferry shuttles
people and vehicles across the riv€he municipality
hasafloating harborwith 304 boat slipsmanyunder
protectivecover. It isanembarkationpoint for
riverboat cruisesndbald eaglewatchingand a

popular stop on the Great Loop boating journey.

The cityis also notabldor the absence of a levee,
which is a rarity along this part of the river. Although
this exposes it to flooding, it allows for abundant river
accessThe Lighthouse Parlased for local festival)s
hasunique concrete municipal sculptures, including
the welkknown Turtle, Frog & Two Catfigistallation

It attractsmany visitors orweekends whoenjoy the
riverfront andlocalshops.

The perils of flooding persishA devastating flood in
2019 promptedafederal agencyo buy outmany
propertiesand take other flooemitigation measures
Graftonis undertaking a 1§/ear tree study to enhance
the natural landscape and create artificgglgle roosts
With its shorelineoptionslimited, it has madeatural
approaches priority. An effort isunderway to
expandferry servicebeyond weekends and holidays
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trails, scenic views, and playground equipment make it

ParkA Ga Y2aid LINRYAYSyi
apopular lunch destination This restroorequipped
park Gee photpdrawst  NAS ONER g Ra
July celebrationlt isthe start of many canoe trips to
Lacon several miles upriveiThe parkis also used for

fishing derbies hostely private organizations.

The municipality leases land for tpeivately managed
Henry Harbor Marina, which hasvested heavily in
improvementsand has800 feet of dochkvith 70 slips
The maringinset photg comes to lifeby serving many
boaters on the Great Loop journgyho use its docks,
water hookups and fuel. The Henry Public Library,
overlookng the river hosts Bald Eagle Day in winter to
foster environmentalappreciation

Plans are underway tevitalize the parksecure state
grants to expand itand boostthe number of
communityevents.Thehistoric Henry Bridge, built in
1935 and part ofllinois Routel8, is slated to be
replaced by a more conventional concrete spahich
evokesconcern amongesidens due tothe
Depressiorerad NA RIS Qa
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City of Lacor{1,8%)
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Thissmall community on thdllinois Rivehasmade
Weber Parlarecreational and civibub. The
municipalpark, with a boat ramp, boat slips for rental,
anda pavilionflanked by two popur restaurantsis
used for picnics and eventisacon's Old Settlers
Festivals heldeachAugustand isknown for itsmusic,
games, entertainmentparade and fireworks over the
river. The festival recently relocated from the town
center to the riverfrontpark

Themunicipal government &s providel fundsto help

a local community centdsuild a binocular stand for
birdwatching.The stand is expected to be completed
by late 2024. Theacon Bridge, built in 1939 and part
of State Route 1{see phot, is a prominent river
landmarkconnectingthis city toSparland[ I O2 y Q&
busy Cargill grain elevator is along the rjvearth of

the bridge.

Village of New Atheng1,873
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Qvic energyflows from Okaw Valley Parik this
Kaskaskia River communityhich,despite being
separated from the river by a leveis,a popular
gathering spotTheNew Athens Fall Festiv&eld with
the supportof a local Methodist church, aridcal
kickball tournaments are among the most popular
park events. Theark(see photy hasbaseball and
softball diamonds, a playground, angbavilion The
villageis installinga concrete floor in itparkpavilion
for weddingsand other events

LY HAHOZ bSé
R.V. parkeopened, providing 38 full hoekp sites

(with electricity) over 10 acres. This area also hosts the
gAtt I 3SQa
member of Tree City USA, the town plants trees
annually in its campground and pafaortsmen use a
villagerun boat launch adjacent to the campground,
with ample parkindor boat trailers The launch is a
popular jumpoff point duringspring andsummer.
Manyriver usersalsomake stops ati KS OA-G & Qa
known downtown restaurants.

\I:"figeabody River-King
*, State Fish & Wildlife
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City of Petersburg(2,197) City ofRosiclarg955)

PETERSBURG I

Downtown i

Downtown
District

r~
o
2

o
=

‘\‘ Riverside
\ \. Nature
 Park
To New hY
Salem R
Historic Site

Simplified Rendering
Simplified Rendering

t S i S NEistdabdBvwntown, just a block from the

Sangamon Riveandits Victorian homes overlodkg This historiOhio RivetownK I & Y I RS &2 KSNE i
the waterwayexemplifyits longstandingcultural lAfta YR UKS wAQOSNhesablué¢ AuUa
connection towater. Many visitorsstop hereon trips but historiccommunity, which does not even have a
tolAyO2fyQa bSs {FfSYy {GI G tpficidtoxerseeResiclaréRarkan expansive

reconstructed Vi||agMo miles upri\/ew\/here shoreline amenitwvith ariverwak, scenicviews anda

Abraham Lincoln spent his early adulthodthe popularsmallcampground. Tis serene area

private Rivebank Lodgeffers lodging with river w2z aA ot I NB Gianagéd by the dityNlerk

views, while the municipak (i BufiéPark hugs the The parkhas three picnic shelters and a gaze¢bee

NAGSNDRE y2NIK oyl |yR KI &PhatdPpa ean ke repefvedifos igunionsithgag t R a o
parties, and other events.

Riverside Nature Pafgee phot9, south of downtown

and within city limitsjs a countymanaged preserve Rosiclare Park playedségnificantrole during the solar
known for itswa]kingtra"s_ Thecrty government eCIipse in Aprll 2024 when it accepted reservations for
works with Menard Counto supportthis densely eclipse viewingThis riverfront area is also the
woodedpark Although the river is too shallow for endpoint ofa spur 6 the Ohio River Scenic Bywaix
larger boatsPetersburgsthe northern terminus of miles north, in Shawnee National Forest, old iron

the Lincoln Heritage Canoe Trail, a water rofrtam furnace listed on the National Register of Histor
Decatur. It isalso theexpectedendpointof the Lincoln Placessa popular tourist stopThe city has a

Heritage Water Trail, dverfront path slated to closeable leveéhat can be left often during regular

SoSyidzd tte aGNBGEOK yp YAt Stmesagdactiaiedwhent S hiKkE2 QNBF oS NE
environmengl heritage However, this city of just
2,197 seels more resources tgpromote and improve
its river amenities




SMALL CITIES. POP. 2.6@0099
City ofCarlyle(3,197)
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Thiscommunityon the Kaskaskia Riveelebrates it
connectiorsto Lake Carlylen unusuallycreativeways
despite having little municipsi owned landwith
waterfrontage Themanmadelake wascreated in
1967with the completion otthe Caryle Dam
constructed by theUS Army Corpd he danfacilitates
water management in the regioimcludingflood
control, recreation, and wildlife conservation.

Civic groupén Carl/le leverageArmy Corpdandto
maximum advantagenotably Carysle Spillway Park
alongsidethe dam The park isised for many civic and
cultural events. These include the Carlyle Lake
Triathlon, Haunted Trails during Halloween, and the
Fireworks Spectacular Dam Jdmt NI & f SQ&
Recreation department maintair@arlyleCity Park,
which abuts Army Corps property. The park has
pavilions, a disk golf course, and a baseball
diamond.The city also maintains Fishery Hatchery
Park in an area once home to a facitityat restocled
the lake.

City of Galend3,250)
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This historic community and popular tourist
destinationhavemade the Galena River a focal point
of its plans. Grant Park, situated on teastbank and
home to a fountaina historic cannon displagnd
agazebo, hostsusic performancesveddingsand

the annual Country FairNearby Depot Park, named
for the preserved railroad station that has become the
communityQ dsitor center, also has popular outdoor
amenities.

Both parks are situated on the eightile Galena River
Trail, which is municipally owned and maintained. The
trail extends to the confluence of the Galena and

Mississippi rivers. Residents and visitors can climb the
tFNKEeRARINI aae

pedestrian bridges over the river. Interpretive signs
fAYyS GKS NRARISNFNBgaps | yR
between larger parks and have workout equipment

FYR LAOYAO I NBF&a® DIFfSyl Qa

motorized and normotorized vesselsand its
Watershed Protection Plan, overseen by a volunteer
committee, works to improve water quality and
reduce stormwater runoff.
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City of Hamilton(2,689)
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City of Havang2,87)
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This small city has made Wildcat Spring Reemiliar
community gathering spoManaged by Hamilton Park
Districtand huggingChaney CreegkaMississippi Rier
estuary the park has a boat dock and small
campgroundall situated neatock & Dam 19ne of
the largest dams on the Mississippi.

Wildcat Springs Paik popular amondayakers and
canoeistqalthoughthe creek cannoaccommodate
large boats) This local amenity issed forfor many
community events, including a monthly band show, a

This port alonghe lllinois Rivehasprioritized
expanding access to imceheavily industrialized
waterfront. Themunicipal governmenand its
independent Havana Park Distrante focused on
Riverfront Parkwhichhaspleasantwalkways and a
large performance stagir its Riverfront Concert
Series. Thenunicipalparkis used for auly 4"
fireworksshow that draws crowds from aonsiderable
distanceand is supported by many local sponsors,
includingthe Havana Regional Port Distridthe town
plans to introduce éikesto the riverfrontto

fishing derby, Yoga in the Park, amd (i 2 @ $ NIz {  encourageesidents and visitors to explore the area.

2NJ ¢NBFidé ¢KS tIFN] 5A&0GNAOG YIFIGOKSA LINARGIGS R2yFiAz2zya
with its funds, installing memorial benches and The Park District operates a twelgie campground,

working with Tee City USA and other groups:Kind three boat ramps, and the Havana Nature Center.
contributions such as oateesfrom a county 4H Campers and other visitotgave only ahort walk to

club, support these efforts. the Rockwell Indian Mound historiclandmarkwith

scenicriver views Activity at the port, whiclincludes

large Cargilhnd Acher-DanielsMidland grainloading

facilities, continueswithout creatingsignificant

conflicts with these recreational uses.

TheQty assisted Mississippi River Heritage
relocating2 y S 2 T  in&sSivenndro¥lértiic
turbines, built in 1913, toa parking area ohaney
Creek The turbingsee photp and a commemorative
plague were installed in 2024.
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Monticello stands out fosupportingthe Sangamon Situated m a bluff overlooking th&mbarasRiver
River Corridor Reserve, a ta8reareamanaged by Newtonhas directed much ofstcivicenergy toward
the nonprofit Land Conservation F,ou,ndatlm'mea,rby R . Paterson Par,k\Nhichhasa p|§ygr9und, m|ngo|f
Champaign. Theresere | 0 dzG G Ay 3 0GKS O%dﬁ@ef,?tﬁattir@ gaggg afﬁ@oﬁ%édblf courBeeheavily
edgeand known for its trailend birdwatching seeks wooded shoreline parkpositionedhigh above the
to presene and build awareness of the river's river, hasthree pavilionsandpicnic tables makingit a
ecosystem. prominentcommunity gathering spoCanoeing is an
increasingly popular river activitgupported by a
TheCity of Monticellodirectly manages the Sangamon paved walking patieading to asmallboat launch
River Trail, a 1:tnile gravel and paved path for
recreationists. The trail, made possible through b S ¢ (i D Kill Bridgebuilt in 1890 and listed on
financial support fronthe City, features the the National Register of Historic Places, wasverted

Sangamon River Bridge, a lengthy span over the river. to pedestrian use in 2016ee phot). Thislengthy

I NBOSyd FRRAGAZY A& |+ a{ iakBpadiksl £xoleNBeadblidyeispdridnfid 3 KS

trail Supported by the local Allerton Public Library and Eag|e Trails Systerﬂ'hecommunityis home toBurl

Kirby Hospital. The stories presented change every few  |yes Bridge, which takes State Route 130 across the

weeks. The ty also stands out for its ambitious river andhas a plaquéonoring thehometown

acquisition ofriverfront property forpresevation. musical hero.

a2 y i A Gfinitigicea are part of a broader Resourcelimitationspose challengefor Newton and

effort to maintain the town'’s high quality of life and prevent it fromproviding boatingequipment. Plans for

attract visitorswanting to experiencets sceneryand a riverwalkwere halted due toaquatic and wildlife

tourist-oriented downtown The downtown grvesas preservation concernd SA LA 1S GKAAZ bSgi2)
a stopfor the Monticello Railroad Museutha  UriNJ- A Y orientation is growingAttention has turned to several
summermonths. alternatives, such asreating a traibn an old rabed.




City ofOglesby(3,639)
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Oglesby, surrounded on three sides by the Vermilion
River, has its largest park and a heavily used public
landing along the river. LeHigtarkfeatures a large
stageand two shelters used during the summer
months for familygatheringsyreunions andcorporate
events.It has a playgroundy newly created sand
volleyball court, and a disc golf course, which quickly
became populaafter opening in2023.

h3tf SaoeQa (deapidisentkd ay Rdiopia
spot for a locativer tubing provider and a pieclp spot
for canoe and kayak rental providers upstream. The
landing features a small parking lot, two small shelters
with picnic tables, and a boat launch. A key
O2YLRYySyi
attract more vsitors from nearby recreational areas
and campgroundsStarved Rock and Matthiessen
State Parksire only a few miles awaivatthiessenis
undergoing a statéed expansion

¢tKS OAGeEQa NBXaz2dz2NOSa [|-NB
AA0S LI NJAYy3I ftAYAGA

are growingdue tolocal amenitieand popular
downtown restaurantsThe city has aohgrange plan
for the park ands applying for a state grant for a new
playground, picnic areas, and a paved walkway to
makeit more accessible. Additional parking will be
addressed in a future phase.

t hefititd. $n
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This Rock River community hasdeSettlers Park a
focal point.This riverside spot comes to life during the
Old Settlers Day Festival each summezlcoming

tens of thousands of visitorsThe festival was
previously held downtown but moved to the river. The
park is also used for theeekly River Marketyith

food vendors, live music, arfdmily entertainment.
w20102y ,SGA CcSaid Aa
LIS2LX S 2F w2012y oé

Onw 2 O iwvesyedge, near the confluence of the
Rock and Pecatonica Ri{see phot9, isthe
Macktown Hisbrical Settlement a cluster of historic

2 T -foouBdd Stiategy @8 N O § Mdings managed by thecalnonprofit Macktown

Living History. Two forest preserves managed by
Winnebago Gunty areon therivers,andthe Carl &
Myrna Nygren Wetland Preserve sgaf2l acres. Td
preservehas a wildlife overlook andalkingtrails. Itis

managed | béhe Rockfordbased Natural Land
\Ellagtea}’s&]asb bodt Helbd athietic 2 T

Watershed Group, whose focus is on rietganliness.
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dty of Savama (2,712 dty of South Beloif(7,793)
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South Beloit is known for Nature At The Confluence, a
90-acre riverfront natural area and nature center
located where Turtle Creek flows into the Rock River.

Miszi?siprs)i I?ezr.;'r::}rguni;ipgl\pegl(vsee iho;[zri% f e Nature ée\t;%\ge Confluence is a nonprofit that works to
used forthe O zy AueQa {kio xie C&iﬁ‘cﬂt ioFs gbout the significance bktancestral

its foodand entertainment,and other eventsTheCity Ho-Chunk land, where native people lived at Ke
ha§ prOV'ded SLREIL B 2 haeling dve Sh.OW’ which, chunkneeshunnuk-ra, or Turtle Village, until 1832.
while independently staged, has helped activate the
park TheY dzy A O A Sadvanria Marifesistaub for
boatersand has annualental sites for campers

Thisbusy river town and rail junctiorelies heavilyon
Marquette Park, alenderone-aae parkon the

In 2017, Nature At The Confluence opened their
learning center building with the support of the South

BgloitPablic Library, the City, and other community

{ I OFyyl Qs diyEARI A2LYU AUKSS | A U € Qo 3 GEGHO 918 Bark protects the environmentally
securing aL9929rqnt, TENE TR g D e>_<tend the sensitive area and offers a serene setting fikirg,
Srea’i-Rlver-ITrall t?; dg;” m'(l) Wn'Tth wsllklln?n;ind birdwatching, and environmental education. The area
icyc mgt_ral SUEHEN=S _m| 25 O REE B a9 & contains two miles of hiking trails faxe-acreprairie,
oA [Ellgse | 2 Sneli Cliinge mamne S woodlands, and the nonprofit offers educational

\_/eteran I\ibmlfrial, el A gDl Ay programs yearound. The Rock River Birding & Hiking
fiver overloo Trail features Eagle Point, where visitors can observe

. an active bald eagle nest.
The enormous legacy of railroadsowever creates g

challenges. A busy railroad line separates downtown

flgom :he park.;’he (ijntergovc(ejrrtl)mer:lta(l:Riverf(;qnt facilities, and fishing spots. The city has invested in
. Zve op;nent Ol?:j_’ c_re_atgoz yr: =) ar:j ('jts flood mitigation measures to protect its riverfront and
Ll sl st elatie 3 has expande residential Qreasallowin§ for future development.

t

{1 OFyylQa LdzaK {2 NBEOAGHTA hiohg the'wAter VBsORANE Nie Hohthe VB & th8 2 Re

seeks tcestablishpublic boat docks, signage, and
event spaces along the river to enharaxezessibility.

South Beloit also has a boat launch, riverside picnic

richly landscaped and amenifified South Beloit City
Park which includes quarried Lake Victoria.

10



MID-SIZE CITIES, POP. 10000,999
Village of Bourbonnaig18,042)
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The Village of Bourbonnais is home to two scenic
waterfront parks, including the X8cre Riverfront

Park. This park provides access to the Kankakee River
and features rentable pavilions, a disc golf course,
trails, and picnic areas. As the largest villpgek,
Riverfront Park showcases natural highlights like rocky
ravines, mature trees, and a diverse terrain. Nearby,
Cavalier de Lasalle Park sits on a hillside, popular for
birdwatching and fishing. Its orthird-mile loop trail is
frequently used for sumer yoga classes.

Outdoor enthusiasts, including hikers and paddlers,
are alsadrawnto the nearby Indian Caves, a series of

City of Charlestorf17,028)
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Charlestorstands out for its many environmental and

recreational initiativesLake Charlestois entirely

within city limits It isreveredfortheY dzy A OA LJ f A& Q&
scenic 8.3-mile) Charleston Looprail Severabther

paths connect the Loowith other attractions,

including Sister City, Lakeview, and Woodyaeuks

The spillwayegulatesflow into the Embarras Rer.

Themunicipalgovernmentoversawthe transition of
the area around the spillway from housing to a
community-oriented environmental space. The park
offers kayak rentals, pavilions for public use, and a
playground. It is the site @n annual fishing derby and
other eventsanda gathering spot fobirdwatching

and hiking groupdt hasriverfront pollinator areas

YIENNRg OF SNya t20FGSR It 2yndbultdfiPgardéns. 1 1SS wi FSNRa&

west bank. Just outside the village limits, Davis Creek
Campground set within the expansive 4,06écre
Kankakee River State Pardrawsvisitors to the area.

a4 LI NI 2 TlmagikeSBourboringld 3 S Q&
initiative, a new master plan is underway to develop
Riverfront Park further. A public workshop in January
2024invited residents to share inpub enhancethe

LJ- NdatOral features and increase recreational
opportunities. A subsequent survey gathered input
from 1,149 participants. This planning process
continues to generate strong interest as the Village
works to providehigh-quality open space

s S oy

Although private propertieaccount for someiver
frontage the City owns and managé&¥oodyard
Memorial Conservation Area,205-acrepreserve

b in the wetland-dominatedarea between the lake

and riverinhabited by several endangered species.
ThenearbyWarbler River Conservation Area, bisected
by the river, is managed by the Grand Prairie Friends, a
nonprofit that works closely with the City.
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https://www.villageofbourbonnais.com/news/bourbonnais-partners-with-community-on-park-planning

The Village of Godfreyl17597)

Business
District

GODFREY

Clifton Terrace
Park John M. Nolan

Nature Preserve

W —Nature Institute

o g, .
% Hoffman lling 3
Gardens

o
« simplified Rendering

ThisMississippi Rivetommunitymanages two
riverside parks, the most prominent being Captain
Jake Ringering Park at Clifton Terrace. This thoze
park hasa playground, a preserved remnant of the
prairie, an informative kiosland restroomslt is
situated on he Meeting of the Great Rivers Scenic
Byway(lllinoisRoute 100)andis popular for eagle
watchingduring winter.

The second park, Hoffman Gardens at Great Rivers
t I Nl X D2RTNBeE Qaevwpmediati =

offers userssiewsof it KS & dzZNNER dzy R-A y 3

A Y a LA NR Y 3 (séepldf. THelNeturdR S ¢
Institute, a nearby conservation organization, also
provides striking riveviews

55aLAGS GKS OAadeQa
business districbeinga long wayfrom the river,
D2RFNB&
combat invasive honeysuckles asiriverbanks and
other environmental challengett. seeks dditional
resourcego expand community engagemeand host
river-themed events at its parks.

2NEBF Yy AT S22 G2 ¥eYadzy Aie¥ 2 f BINB F i G

Village of Mahomet(10,273

Lake of fﬁhﬂ
_ Woods Forest.,
Oohr L preserve
0. %,
Sty Wy,
MAHOMET ™ Ingg,,
= State 5
N 4
~ US 150
- =
J River Bend T q s .
ﬂ Forest - % i i 0
(B g :l""' Barber Park
e
[ 2
~
G \“ﬁﬁifr
H ogg
Simplified Rendering ooy O

Mahomet has two municipal parks with Sangamon
River frontage, the largest of which is Barber Park. A
scenic trail links the park's parking and picnic areas to
a treelined stretch of the river. A recent Village
initiative allowedaddinga splash pad, playground, and
improved pavilion with a redesigned staged more
seating These improvements allow ftarger concerts
and otherprominentgatherings A short way upriver

NB the smgtllgr Gregnway Paikhome toll KS @A f £ 1 3S5Qa
o fbaaflgunch forecangets and kayake

The Lake of the Woods Forest Preserve, spanning 900
acres and managed by the Champaign County Forest
t NSaSNBWS 5AaGNAOGET FElyla al K

NB & A RSy Stawardshiy ¢ver thig maginglrreaispEovided/bi the

Upper Sangamon River Conservancy, a colatty
GKId K2t Ra Ada
library. The Museum of the Grand Prairiéso

managed by the county, is along the river just outside
Mahomet village limits.

YSSi
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City of Morris(14,65Q dty of Ottawa (17,752

z
o
| EZ M 0 RRI S Aqueduct
Grundy Co. \\ Downtown Z 1&M Canal
Historical 5] s District @ State Trail
__Soci T
Y
) i Heritage Harbo:
N 5 Canalport Park Kayak Morris Amphitheater (future), Fe SIRES T DOESS
~ 7 ) istrict American Queens dock
. = Trail bridge Campground .- Ottawa YMCA
/ Canal boat Old Railroad Bridge Boat Ramp

1&M Canal

William / G. Stratton State Park

wino is River Schefer Island

Simplified Rendering

Simplified Rendering
W

Morris stands out focultivatingconnections to the
lllinois & Michigar{(l&M) Canal andhe lllinois River.
The City uses a canal image in its official marketing
campaignslt hasinvested heavily itCanalport Park
(see phot9, which has aanal boatreplica sculptures,
a fishing area, and pollinator garden. Canalpdix &
picnic aredsa popular stoffor users otthe sixtyone-

Thisa ¢ 26y 2F ¢ g 2llinvia adEMdERivers & G KS
confluencestands out foits multi-generatioral efforts

to integratewaterwaysinto its initiatives.Allen Park

(see photd springs to lifeduring the warm seasonOn

theL f f @hgtth hadk®he Downtown Waterfront isa

hub forspecial events, including Ottawa Brew Fest,

mile 1&M Canal State Traivhichhas abridgeadoss a{ Y21 SU20SN) C>au cTherSyliite LJdzo £ A O
the canalleading to it Along theriver, next toWilliam Genevieve, an authentic sternwhesterboat, docks

G. Stratton State Patk a 2 NNA & Q& a Y t t S N52R% YYNHEES ang has hegyametus for
has a boatlockand picnic area. enhancements to local passengezssel facilities.

Ottawa prioritizes environmental conservation,

The Cityis active inthe &M Canal National Heritage ) i | i
regularly planting trees and native plantsis creating

Associationcollaboratingto provide bikerentalsand ) X = AU
partnering to createa historical markeion the canal new h_|ghproflle amenlt_lesalong e el Xy
Local nonprofigroupsare strong supporters of Fort_wtously, a&0-acresite near downtown became

a 2 NNA& & &yand® M Eanal Cleanup Coalition avalla_ble whera schoofelocated al_‘tera 2008 ﬂood_
based in the cityhas a retail store and hosts canal Ulnte life Inaraaety Wales c_ommumty compla_nd el
cleanup days and an annual festisabported by soon have aoark andamph!theater TheFox River
municipal hoteltax revenue The Coalitiorjoinedthe el the_Ottawa RlsEiH LTINS €L .has
Grundy County Chamber of Commerce and local rewatered a section of thd&M Canal for canoeing and

I20SNYYSy G (2 OS5t SoNF dnd G K 8¢ SKingh ¢ l59 h,Qa g1k S My Gylgekeral lg1 ND 2 N
2023.Morris is home tahe privately run Kayak Morris
Campgroundwhichcomesto life during summer

miles east of city hails the result ofextensivepublic
private collaboration andhasseveral hundred
residential units186 boat slipsanda hotel (seephoto
on page 21
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City of Pontiad11,359) Conclusios

Several general findindeom our analysisvarrant
emphasisand are worthy of additionalesearch

Downtown District

Amtrak Sta.

\\é"bv Humiston Riverside Park
<o ', 1 The25Feature Communities show how
v Singing Bridges waterfronts can be leveragetbr public
ool ) i benefit without large budgets or dedicated
PONTIAC : . staff.

Vermilion St.

Chautauqua

Park 1 Recreationalcultural, and civicgoals

dominate their efforts, althougheconomic
developmentgoalsare a significant
consideration. Thredourths of the
communities hag lost population since 20Q0
making it essential to capitalize on natural
amenities to attract and retairesidents.

Simplified Rendering

Ona winding stretch of the Vermilion Rivétontiacis
the only featured community witlhhreelarge
riverfront parks Eachis reactableby walkersoniconic "
swinging bridge (see phot, two built inthe early T Most successful communities havestrong
1900s The largest pds, the 2Zacre Chautauqua Park, championwho sustairs momentum fom
is nearly surrounded by the river and has three picnic year to year. Few have comprehensive plans
pavilions and a disc golf courgdlay Park, along the for their riverfronts or specializediver-
opposite bank, haa playgroundareaand splash pad focusedzoningregulations Most draw on the
energy d civic grouputside of government.

¢ KS / AU @ Qriversid&atheénityMHEnisHon

Riverside Parks richly landscapedand coversfive - Many cities have built strategies around
acres. 9metimes calledDuck Park it has a attracting visitors fromnearby state parkor
riverwalk splash padandbandshellused forlocal recreational trails. The number of visitors has

w201AYQ w2dzy R difeGwanmiséasand O2 y O $ Nigepsharplysince the COVHO pandemic.
and other events. The concerts attract many

commercial sponsors and are funded by the Illinois T Nearly allmunicipalitiesactivate their
Prairie Community Foundation. riverfronts through civic events, festivaland

club gatheringshat are not directlyfocused
I fFNBS YdzNIf ySEN R2gyii2ey R SIHETesbutiuseirepenataa gssetas

heritage. Thesummer programs dts parks cater to scenic backdrop Many have events into
elementaryaged childrenPlans for a communityed colderweather mont_h§ Mostmakeshelters
river cleanup aiming toremove trash and debrjsare gazebosor other facilities available for
underway private use ag nominal cost.

Noteworthy challenges:

i Fewmunicipalities with populations below
5,000havecreated prominent statewide
attractions along riversthat aremagnets for
tourism.Most focus orfestivals and events
primarily drawng people from 30 milesr
less Galenaand Graftonare exceptions
eachhavingriver amenities andlining areas
that attract visitors fromafar.

1 Residential or hospitality developments on
riverfront parcels areuncommon Few
municipalities subsidize rivariented
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businesses. Among the reasons are chronic
flooding, hefty leveesand modest economic

growth, which tip the balance in favor of
recreational and cultural initiatives.

1 Municipal governments generally lack the
resources to engage in larggcale habitat
preservation effortsor directly manag
wetlands with harlestonand Monticello
being notableexceptiors. Nonetheless many
have strong relationships with nonprofit
conservation organization€harleston,
Roclton, and South Beloitire leadersn this
regard

1 Thejuxtaposition of governing bodies
supporting river policy is complex Many

AUTHOR INFORMATION

the Chtago Region

SYGANRYYSyYy il ¢

municipalities have independent park
districts withseparateelected boardsnd
taxing authority Manyleverage partnerships
with counties, nonprofit conservation
districts,and state agencieso overcome
budgethurdles Few date grantsare available
to supportthe work ofsmalkr municipalities.

Above allhowever,the featured

communities demonstrate the vast potential
of municipal strategieselated torivers

Please refer to Page8for atabular summary
of their policies Visitchaddick.depaul.edu

for our webinars events, and other river
focused activitiesincluding those showcasing
the featured communities

JOSEPH P. SCHWIETERMAN, .Pa pibbfessor of Public Service Management and director
of the Chaddick Institute for Metropolitan Development at DePaul University, is a nationally
known authority on transportation and municipal policy. He served as editor dfltheis
Municipal Policy Journahd has testified three times on transportation issues before
subcommittees of the U.S. Congress. Schwieterman holds a Ph.D. in public policy from the
University of Chicago and author Béyond Burnham: An lllustrated History of Planning in

EMILY HAMILTOIN a Community Planner witdalffin Oklahoma City, OK. In her role, she
assists with comprehensive plans, park master plans, corridor plans, and other planning
initiatives throughout Oklahoma and the surrounding regi@file agraduate of the
Sustainable Urban Development program at DePadiserved as the program managatrthe
Chaddick Institud, she undertook the GIS analysis and led ourfiading activities.

WILLIAMKLING & ! a&dAadGlyd 5ANBOG2NI G 58t | dz !
oversees programs involving local government, community capacity building, and

L2t A0&@d | A& NBaLRyaAoAftAGA
National Great Rivers Research & Education Center. Prof. Kling has extensive experience
drafting and advocating for legislative change at the local, regional, state, and federal leve

We thank Zaria Bondg\dam FlickingetaryAnnMcGovern Shamiso Gombernd the many local officials who
provided input for this project. All opinions expressed are those of the Chaddick Isstiétgee not necessarily those
of oursponsor or thdeatured communities. We welcome input from readarsd media inquirieat

chaddick@depaul.edu
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Organizational Profile
Corn Belt Ports: Putting Illinois Ports on the Map

The portsbelonging tdllinois
municipalities have a relatively new
organization working to meet their
needs Based in Moline, Corn Belt Ports
(CBPorks to improve poiin the
éHeart of the Corn Beit NJ ébvegny
the areaabove Locks and Dam &6
Altonin the Upper Mississippi River
System This areas comprised of the
Upper Mississippi River amitinois
Waterway.CBHReads efforts to
strengthen rural, regional, muithodal,
inland ports by pursuing investments in
manmade and natural infrastructure.
Theseports area crucial part of the
national and global supply chains and
received significant funding from the
2021 Bipartisan Infrastructure Law.

CB? encompasssfour regional pors
collectively handling nearly 100 million
tons of freight annually. The three port
regions serving lllincis

1) Thelllinois Waterway Ports Commissig#/PC)
centered on the river cities of Havana, Peoaad
Ottawa, includes ten counties and 175.5 River

Miles. The commission is in the center of the lllinois

River Basin, whicprovides fomearly half of the
adl iSQa F INROdzt § dzNJ ¢
a0l GSQa . LRz A2y

A pontoon boat on the lllinois River at Ottawa.

LINE Redz@tiedr@rnh tolEgSRDulpgeie, IL2 F
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A barge on the Mississippi River passes near East Alton, IL

2) TheMid-America Port Commissiaat the
confluence of the Upper Mississippi and lllinois
Rivers and includes Quincy, IL, and Hannibal, MO

3) TheUpper Mississippi River Poftk & 1A) are
centered on the Quad Cities and include riverfront
i KS

CBTdrivesregional economic developmeand
improvesthe quality of life in historically
underserved rural riverfront communities. The
organization works tattract public and private
investment expand commercegndenhance
aquatichabitats. It is a unique and pioneering U.S.
port, with a Ph.D. in environmental science as its
Director of Sustinability and Conservation.

Recently CBRvorked with IWPC talunchthe
lllinois River Cities and Towns Initiatiyamayor
led coalitionthat includes Havana, Henry, Morris,
Oglesbyand Ottawaall beingfeatured
communities.
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Bourbonnais | Kankakee | Kankakee 18,042 | $84,774| 11.30% | $267,077
Carlyle Clinton Kaskaskia 3,197 $63,850 7.90% | $157,105
Charleston Coles Embarras 17,028 $46,488 | 26.50% | $129,115
East Dubuque | Jo Daviess | Mississippi 1,485 $61,067 6.50% | $156,158
Elizabethtown | Hardin Ohio 219 $19,560 | 43.60% | $70,924
Galena Jo Daviess | Gelena 3,250 $51,574 9.9% | $185,727
Godfrey Madison Mississippi 17,597 | $79,283| 6.70% | $180,982
Grafton Jersey lllinois, Mississippi 765 | $87,833| 10.20% | $248,127
Hamilton Hancock Mississippi 2,689 | $48,315| 9.30% | $105,754
Havana Mason Illinois 2,827 | $51,753| 19.90% | $93,337
Henry Marshall Illinois 2,312 | $54,419| 14.80% | $121,749
Lacon Marshall Illinois 1,859 | $56,003| 16.70% | $112,173
Mahomet Champaign | Vermilion 10,273 | $112,361| 2.60% | $112,361
Monticello Piatt Sangamon 6,018 | $76,573| 8.40% | $76,573
Morris Grundy lllinois, 1&M Canal 14,508 | $72,283 5.7% | $244,129
New Athens St. Clair Kaskaskia 1,873 | $61257 | 9.10% | $124,919
Newton Jasper Embarras 2,743 | $53,897 | 11.70% | $95,547
Ogleshy LaSalle lllinois, Vermillion 3,639 | $60,101 8.6% | $131,201
Ottawa LaSalle lllinois, Fox, |&M C. 18,752 $63,624 | 18.30% | $149,426
Petersburg Menard Sangamon 2,197 | $69,206 | 17.20% | $186,148
Pontiac Livingston | Vermilion 11,010 | $54,011| 10.10% | $117,119
Rockton Winnebago | Rock 7,768 | $111,556| 6.20% | $239,318
Rosiclare Hardin Ohio 955 $40,495 | 19.90% | $65,767
Savanna Carroll Mississippi 2,712 | $44,474 9.3% | $68,082
South Beloit Winnebago | Rock 7,893 | $79,129| 8.80% | $171,397

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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Contact the study team for details about atategorizatios. This is a dynamic tabileat isregularlyupdated as new informatioarrives.




Appendix: Methods of Analysis

This project, launched in September 2023,
encompassed a fivstep research process.

1. Geographic Information System Analysis
Spatial analysis was conducted to identify and
highlight municipalities situated along riverfronts.
Using ArcGIS Pro, the study team uploaded and
analyzed shapefiles of lllinois rivers and cities to
find intersections between these two layefEhis
processncluded mapping where municipalities
and riverfronts overlapped. Such spatial analysis
guided subsequent steps.

2. Google Earth and Data Analysis

Google Maps, Google Earth, and local zoning ma
were used to identify and catalog amenities lining
the riverbanks of more than 120 municipalities
with populations of less than 20,000. Although
parks and ecological areas took precedence,
attention was alsalirected toward community

\ East Dubuque
- o
Lﬂano}\ \ - %’f
- o
/

=g - Q anna o
Communities with ,Jg “—~e,i0re5

Rockton

centers, libraries, public art installations, river
walks, and trails. The analysis was then extended
to assess whether municipal departments were
involved in the development and upkeep of those
areas. Several ArcView maps wereated Eee
map).

3. Creating Contact List

Cordova {.f"'?
Andalusia Troy Grove
~ @ Kewanee Hennepin? Olgésby
y Jfﬁ.?ﬁm-;\g @ treator - Kankakee
4 Lacon
) Oquaka  Williamsfield D ! Pontiac T
@ @ v Peoria ” Watseka
. London Mill
| Dallas City . orth Pekin foilax o
OF o i o 4
8 Warsbw @acomb i L) Sajbrook iy Rossiite
ke W Havana L 4
{ Maho (; Danville
; \pley Petersburg A o 5“
! Quincy
B d- % Riverton Degptur Catmat§d
=~ Naples s & ;/«,1 L g
Flo R caid owgaqua 4
B @ { harleston
(7™ ‘
Kampsville Coalton r
taifin o Efﬂrﬁham Hutsonville
Bat?wn Graftoré N ./ Newtonf}
p ast Alton B J
f Ma":’ Olnb\L glkawrenceville
" Madison
Legend Sgl &) %), Bt Francisville
y i = Mount C?nel
Riverfront amenities . lW e City
7
. No riverfront amenities |
Chester ri l}}v/ Ne ‘en
L‘ b&o\gq i Shawneeto

a j 2 .
jzabethtown

Contacts focommunities of interest were collected
through municipal websites, conversations with
chambers of commerce, and other sources. We
identified individuals with local knowledge for fact
checking. In smaller communities, responsibility for
policy and programsften falls on a mayor or city
clerk.

4. Writing, Creating Custom Maps & FaChecking

We had informal conversations with municipal officials
before selecting the 25 communities to be featured.
After the narrative and custom maps were prepared,
drafts of the narrative and map were setat allow for
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corrections, clarifications, argugmentations

5. Site Visits

The study team visited3 of the 25 communities,
manyof whichinvolved meetings with local official

The remainingwo visitsare slatedfor 2025 The team
conductedall of the photography in this report except
the Google Earth viewis Elizabethtown and Rosiclare
and the photos from Charleston, Lacon, and Morris,
which came from local sources.

Chaddick Institute retains responsibility for the
material, which does not necessarily represent local
officials' views.




Photo Gallery

T

W
W

A coupl e at Gal en aGaenaRiver petlestifaa brikge in theé distance.

20



A
Ottt awabos

Her

mn

i ‘{‘

tage

Har bor

mar

resi

dent

21




A picnic at Riverfront Park in Havana, along a scenic stretch of the lllinois River

Outdoor activities at Lake Charleston, a reservoir along the Embarras River
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