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MESSAGE FROM THE ACTING CHAIR

It  is  with some disbel ief  that we f ind ourselves at  the end of  the academic
year as it  does not seem al l  that long ago that it  was September and we were
welcoming Criminology to our corner of  the world as well  as welcoming a  new
cohort  of  graduate students and our Marie-Curie  postdoctoral  scholar,  Gui l ia
Valpione,  al l  of  whom now seem as if  they have been here for years.  The same
is true of  sharing our space with Criminology.  It  is  hard to remember a  t ime
when they were not just  down the hal l .  And yet,  when I  think back on al l  that
has happened— the many graduate seminars from Hegel  to  Freud to Heidegger
to Dussel  (to name only a  few),  al l  the undergraduate classes taught,  meetings
of the Phi losophy Circle  on topics ranging from hospital ity  to total itarian
terror,  the DUOS teams and a  wonderful  afternoon discussing their  work,  our
newly inaugurated phi losophy f i lm series (thank you,  Suj itha!) ,  visit ing
lectures by Kristi  Sweet,  James Martel ,  L inda Alcoff,  Perry Zurn,  and Kris
Seeley,  and our many dinners at  Paula’s  where we continued discussions with
our speakers,  welcomed our visit ing prospective graduate students and
celebrated our graduating seniors—it seems as if  it  has been much longer than
nine months since we began the year together.

A few weeks ago on a  Sunday,  I  happened to be in  the office (carrying in  a
bookcase that I  had not nicked from the common areas—I continue to be
chastened from the September “episode”)  and was struck by how even on a
Sunday l ife  has returned to “Plato’s  Place.”  Certainly,  it  had never ful ly  left,
but looking around at  the bul letin  boards with their  announcements of
lectures and meetings of  the Phi losophy Circle,  at  tables and chairs  while
empty sti l l  a  bit  askew,  giving the impression that students recently  had
occupied them, at  well-used coffee pots and a  microwave whose door was ajar
as if  someone had just  heated up lunch,  al l  gave the sense of  a  place where
philosophy is  al ive and well ,  a  place where the embodied l ife  of  the mind is
flourishing in  the r ich sense of  Aristotle’s  Eudaimonia.  We owe a large part  of
our f lourishing to Regina Robinson,  whose arrival  last  June not only put the
department to r ights in  its  dai ly  existence but restored our spir its  with her
sense of  humor and her unfai l ing concern for al l  of  us.

Thank you al l  for your support  this  year as I  muddled through as Acting Chair.  I
want to thank especial ly  Avery Goldman,  our Undergraduate Director,  El izabeth
Rottenberg,  our Associate Chair,  and Kevin Thompson,  our Director of  Graduate
Studies,  for al l  their  work this  year.  Along with Regina,  they have kept our ship
afloat and f lourishing.

Wishing everyone a  restful  and restorative summer break,

-Peg



@DePaulPhilosophy
PAGE 4

Kris  Sealey

Perry Zurn

VISITING SPEAKERS

"A Car ibbean Poetics of
Forgett ing"  

"Trans Pol it ics,  
Trans Poetics"  

Colin
Koopman

"Data Equals :
Democrat ic
Equal ity  and

Technological
Hierarchy”
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DUOS
(Doctoral & Undergraduate Opportunities for Scholarship)

Derrida, Biology, and Deconstuction’s

Relationship to Science

Graduate Student: Jack Marchesi
Undergraduate Student: Daniel Kennedy
Faculty: Professor Michael Naas

Critique of Separation: On the Idea of

Life in Giorgio Agamben

Graduate Student: Katherine Nelson
Undergraduate Student: Paige De Luca
Faculty: Professor Sean Kirkland

Eight pairs of undergraduate and graduate students received DUOS

awards this year and presented their work on May 23, 2025. 

Trauma and Death in Freud

 (Maimonides)

Graduate Student: Brett Kaufman
Undergraduate Student: Grace Bane
Faculty: Professor Sean Kirkland
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Freedom and Contradiction: Adorno on

Kant’s Moral Philosophy

Graduate Student: Joseph Bermas-Dawes
Undergraduate Student: Clara Cox
(pictured center)
Faculty: Professor Avery Goldman

DUOS
(Doctoral & Undergraduate Opportunities for Scholarship)

Art’s extension into philosophy: 

what are the properties of a musical

logic? (Maimonides)

Graduate Student: Çiçek Yavuz
Undergraduate Student: Heather Ibrahim
Faculty: Professor Kevin Thompson 

A Beehive of Contradictions: Adorno

and Eco on Fascism

Graduate Student: Joseph Bermas-Dawes
Undergraduate Student: Oliver King
(pictured left)
Faculty: Professor Peg Birmingham
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Immanent Transcendence Through

Community Based Organizing (MAP)

Graduate Student: John Gould
Undergraduate Student: Aidan Tennant
Faculty: Professor Peg Birmingham

Forgetting and History in the Work of Paul

Ricœur (Maimonides)

Graduate Student: Kathleen Loftus
Undergraduate Student: Laszlo Katona
Faculty: Professor Elizabeth Millán Brusslan 

DUOS
(Doctoral & Undergraduate Opportunities for Scholarship)
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FACULTY PUBLICATIONS
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Avery
Goldman

FACULTY NEWS

Andreea
Smaranda

Aldea
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Sean
Kirkland

Research in Phenomenology published Sean’s conversation
with Daniel Dahlstrom (Boston University), which took place
originally in a SPEP book panel devoted to Sean’s book,
Heidegger and the Destruction of Aristotle: On How to Read the
Tradition (Northwestern, 2023). (The original panel included
a review by our own Cameron Coates as well, who focused
more on the Aristotelian side and less on the contemporary
and phenomenological aspects of the book.) Sean’s response
to Dan is entitled, "Historicism and the Challenge of
Thinking Our Concepts Otherwise” (RinP 55, 2025, 267-274).

After conquering his considerable nerves about the
prospect, Sean appeared on the podcast “Hotel Bar
Sessions,” with our own Rick Lee and Leigh
Johnson (American University). The conversation
was about Sean’s most recent book, Aristotle and
Tragic Temporality, and it can be heard here (or
wherever you get your podcasts): Tragic
Temporality (with Sean Kirkland)

Note: In preparation for his appearance, Sean
listened to earlier episodes of the show, among
them the sessions with Peg Birmingham on
fascism and Michael Naas on hospitality, which
were both fabulous!

FACULTY NEWS

Congratulations to Kevin, recipient of the 2025
Excellence in Teaching Award! Kevin is an
extraordinary lecturer, matched only by the
countless hours he devotes to meeting with and
advising his students, undergraduates and
graduates alike. His work over the past six years as
Director of Graduate Studies for the Philosophy
Department sets a new standard for excellence says
Peg Birmingham, Acting Chair, Philosophy.

Kevin
Thompson

https://brill.com/view/journals/rip/55/2/article-p267_8.xml?rskey=nr2IRW&result=1
https://brill.com/view/journals/rip/55/2/article-p267_8.xml?rskey=nr2IRW&result=1
https://hotelbarpodcast.com/podcast/tragic-temporality-with-sean-kirkland/
https://hotelbarpodcast.com/podcast/tragic-temporality-with-sean-kirkland/
https://hotelbarpodcast.com/podcast/episode-177-totalitarianism-with-peg-birmingham
http://hotelbarpodcast.com/podcast/episode-81-hospitality-with-michael-naas
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FACULTY NEWS

Elizabeth
Millán

Brusslan 

Publications
“Naturphilosophie and the Problem of Clean Hands: Hegel and Alexander von Humboldt

on Nature,” for Hegel’s ‘Philosophy of Nature’: A Critical Guide, ed. Marina Bykova
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2024): 58-75.

“Walter Benjamin and Romantic Critique,” for The Palgrave Handbook to Walter
Benjamin, edited by Nathan Ross (New York: Palgrave, 2025): 77-94.

Book reviews
Review of Andreas W. Daum’s, Alexander von Humboldt. A Concise Biography

(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2024) for Choice Current Reviews for Academic
Libraries. Vol. 62 No. 7 (March 2025).

Review of Alexander von Humboldt: Perceiving the World, edited by Beate I. Allert,
Christopher R. Clason, Niall A. Peach, and Ricardo Quintana-Vallejo (Lafayette, IN:

Purdue University Press. 2023) for The German Quarterly 2024, 97: 281-284.

Talks Given
Participated in Lektüre-Tagung of Fichte’s 1804-III Wissenschaftslehre. Wittenberg,
Germany, 2025. This was an intensive study and discussion of Fichte’s third edition of

the 1804 Wiseenschaftslehre organized by the International Fichte Society.

 “The Role of History in Romantic Symphilosophy: The Case of Bildung,” for meeting,
Symphilosophizing in German Romanticism: Relationships, Methods, Ideas. Organized
by Michael Forster and Laure Cahen-Maurel. March, 2025. Bonn, Germany. A volume of

the talks is planned.

https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/abs/hegels-philosophy-of-nature/naturphilosophie-and-the-problem-of-clean-hands/BFD5E2D1274F42408E380151861C2126
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/abs/hegels-philosophy-of-nature/naturphilosophie-and-the-problem-of-clean-hands/BFD5E2D1274F42408E380151861C2126
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FACULTY NEWS

Rafael
Vizcaino

This year, Rafael published an article on Dussel’s reading
of Marx in the Journal of the American Academy of Religion,
the leading international journal in the academic study of

religion. 

He also returned to his “decolonizing spiritualities”
project, which began as a special journal issue published in
2022 and is currently expanding into an edited anthology

that will be published with a university press. 

Rafael is in the final stages of completing his first
monograph (under review since last year) and has kept

busy by further outlining the sequel to that monograph, as
well as drafting the frames of a few articles on specific

problems within Dussel’s ethics and politics of liberation.
 

Publications
 

“Postsecular Philosophy as Metaphoric Theology: On
Dussel’s Reading of Marx.” Journal of the American

Academy of Religion vol 92, no. 3, 2025, pp. 510-523.

https://academic.oup.com/jaar/article/92/3/510/7951934
https://academic.oup.com/jaar/article/92/3/510/7951934
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BRYAN MADDOX successfully defended

his dissertation, "Psychic Life: The Freud-

Bergson Convergence,” with distinction,

January 10.

GRADUATE STUDENT NEWS

SUJITHA PARSHI was awarded the 2024 R.J. Hollingdale

Prize from the Friedrich Nietzsche Society for her essay

"Chaos and Contradiction. On Nietzsche's Conception of

Nature."

 

EVAN O’DONNELL was awarded the 2024 Mezey

Excellence in Teaching Award
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PHILOSOPHY TODAY

“Immense thanks to the
journal 's  two assistant editors,

Wil l  Cox and Carol ine Loftus,
for al l  their  excel lent and

painstaking editorial  work this
year.  Without exaggeration,  the
journal  could not go on without

them."  -  Peg
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EVENTS
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EVENTS
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EVENTS 

Co-sponsored with
Modern Languages
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S.C.O.P.E 
(Students’ Cooperative Organization for Philosophical
Engagement)
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LASZLO KATONA was the recipient of the

top graduating Philosophy major award

which was presented at the College of

LAS Honors Convocation on May 28.

TIMOTHY DUKE ’s paper, “What Is It Like

to Host a Bat? The Aporia of Unconditional

Hospitality and the Binary of Human/Non-

Human,” was chosen as the top

undergraduate paper in the Department

of Philosophy and will be published in the

Autumn quarter in the College of LAS

journal Creating Knowledge.

The winners of the department’s

“Excellence in Philosophy” awards for

Philosophy majors graduating in the 2024-

25 academic year are: JACOB CASTO,

CLARA COX, ELENA JANE, and 

LASZLO KATONA

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT NEWS
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ALUMNI NEWS

Congratulations to alumnus Bradley Ramos ('21) for
publishing his first monograph, “Freud and the

Problem of Sexuality.” (SUNY Press) 



Thank you

Contributions

For your

Have something for the

newsletter?

Send to Regina Robinson at

rrobin40@depaul.edu

Contact Us

@depaulphilosophy

Email: philosophy@depaul.edu

go.depaul.edu/philosophy

http://www.sunypress.edu/p-6784-eckhart-heidegger-and-the-imper.aspx

