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Program

J. S. Bach (1685-1750); trans. F. Busoni
Two Chorale Preludes (for organ transcribed for piano solo)
	 Ich ruf zu dir, Herr 
	 Nun komm’ der Heiden Heiland 

Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)
Sonata in D Major, Opus 28 “Pastorale”
	 Allegro 
	 Andante 
	 Scherzo: Allegro vivace; Trio 
	 Rondo: Allegro ma non troppo 

Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
Fantasy in F-sharp Minor, Opus 28

- Intermission -

Franz Liszt (1811-1886)
Three Petrarch Sonnets (from Années del pèlerinage, II—Italie)
	 Sonetto 47 del Petrarca 
	 Sonetto 104 del Petrarca 
	 Sonetto 123 del Petrarca 

Frédéric Chopin (1810-1849)
Andante spianato and Grande polonaise brillante, Opus 22
	

Mr. Nakamatsu’s appearance is presented by the 
Williams Visiting Artist Fund.

As a courtesy to those around you, please silence all cell phones and other 
electronic devices. Flash photography is not permitted. 
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Now in his third decade of touring worldwide, American pianist Jon 
Nakamatsu continues to draw critical and public acclaim for his 
intensity, elegance and electrifying solo, concerto and chamber music 
performances. Catapulted to international attention in 1997 as the 
Gold Medalist of the Van Cliburn International Piano Competition—the 
only American to achieve this distinction since 1981—Mr. Nakamatsu 
subsequently developed a multi-faceted career that encompasses 
recording, education, arts administration and public speaking in addition 
to his vast concert schedule.

Mr. Nakamatsu has been a guest soloist with over 150 orchestras 
worldwide, including those of Baltimore, Berlin, Boston, Cincinnati, Dallas, 
Detroit, Florence, Los Angeles, Milan, Rochester, San Francisco, Seattle, 
Tokyo and Vancouver. He has worked with such esteemed conductors 
as Marin Alsop, Sergiu Comissiona, James Conlon, Philippe Entremont, 
Hans Graf, Marek Janowski, Raymond Leppard, Gerard Schwarz, Stanislaw 
Skrowaczewski, Michael Tilson Thomas, and Osmo Vänskä.

As a recitalist, Mr. Nakamatsu has appeared in New York City’s Carnegie 
Hall and Lincoln Center, Washington DC’s Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts, the Musée d’Orsay and the Théâtre du Châtelet in Paris 
and in major centers such as Boston, Chicago, Houston, London, Milan, 
Munich, Prague, Singapore, Tokyo, Warsaw and Zurich. In Beijing he has 
been heard at the Theater of the Forbidden City, the Great Hall of the 
People, China Conservatory, and the National Centre for the Performing 
Arts. His numerous summer engagements included appearances at the 
Aspen, Tanglewood, Ravinia, Caramoor, Vail, Wolftrap, Colorado, Brevard, 
Britt, Colorado College, Evian, Interlochen, Klavierfestival Ruhr, Santa Fe 
and Sun Valley festivals. In 2025 he participated in an extended residency 
at the Bowdoin Festival in Maine and returned to the Chautauqua 
Institution in New York where he served as Artist in Residence from 2018 
to 2023. In 2025 Mr. Nakamatsu served on the juries of the Van Cliburn 
International Piano Competition and the United States Chopin Piano 
Competition.

Post-Pandemic, Mr. Nakamatsu returned to live performances in 2021 
throughout the United States and in Europe. Between 2020 and the spring 
of 2021, he was engaged in a myriad of online events including recording, 
masterclasses and virtual interviews and lectures for organizations 
such as the Chautauqua Institution Piano Festival, Colorado College 
Summer Music Festival, Boston University’s Tanglewood Institute, the Van 
Cliburn Foundation and the Chopin Foundation of the United States. In 
collaboration with clarinetist Jon Manasse, Mr. Nakamatsu also produced 
and curated an online series of interviews and historical performances 
taken from the archives of the Cape Cod Chamber Music Festival, where 
he and Mr. Manasse have served as Artistic Directors since 2007.

Biographies
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With clarinetist Jon Manasse, Mr. Nakamatsu tours as a member of the 
Manasse/Nakamatsu Duo. Following its Boston debut in 2004, the Duo 
released its first CD for harmonia mundi usa (Brahms Sonatas for Clarinet 
and Piano) which received the highest praise from The New York Times 
Classical Music Editor James Oestreich, who named it among the “Best 
of the Year” for 2008. A frequent chamber musician, Mr. Nakamatsu has 
collaborated repeatedly with ensembles such as the Emerson, Escher, 
Jupiter, Miró, Modigliani, Prazak, St. Lawrence, Tokyo and Ying string 
quartets, the Imani Winds and the Berlin Philharmonic Wind Quintet with 
whom he made multiple tours beginning in 2000.

Mr. Nakamatsu’s 13 CDs recorded for harmonia mundi usa have garnered 
extraordinary critical praise. An all-Gershwin recording with Jeff Tyzik and 
the Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra featuring Gershwin’s Rhapsody 
in Blue and Concerto in F remained in the top echelons of Billboard’s 
classical charts for over six months. Other acclaimed discs include the 
recording premiere of Lukas Foss’ first Piano Concerto with Carl St. Clair 
and the Pacific Symphony, the Brahms Piano Quintet with the Tokyo 
String Quartet in the quartet’s final recording as an ensemble, and a solo 
recording including Robert Schumann’s Second Piano Sonata whose 
YouTube posting has garnered over 800K hits.

Mr. Nakamatsu has been profiled extensively in print, radio, television 
and online. He has appeared on CBS Sunday Morning, in Readers Digest 
magazine and recently on Live from Here! with Chris Thile. In 1999, Mr. 
Nakamatsu performed at the White House at the special invitation of 
President and Mrs. Clinton. He has also performed for the United States 
Conference of Mayors in San Francisco and in 2001 was the featured 
guest artist during the opening and dedication of the Japanese American 
Memorial to Patriotism During World War II in Washington DC.

A former high school teacher of German with no formal conservatory 
training, Mr. Nakamatsu studied privately with Marina Derryberry for over 
20 years beginning at the age of six; worked with Karl Ulrich Schnabel 
since the age of 9; and trained for 10 years in composition, theory 
and orchestration with Dr. Leonard Stein of the University of Southern 
California’s Schoenberg Institute. Mr. Nakamatsu holds undergraduate 
and graduate degrees from Stanford University in German Studies and 
secondary education. In 2015, he joined the piano faculty of the San 
Francisco Conservatory of Music and in 2023 the Department of Music 
at Stanford University as a Visiting Artist. He lives in the Bay Area with his 
wife Kathy and son Gavin.
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Tickets and Patron Services 
We hope you enjoy each and every concert experience you attend at the 
Holtschneider Performance Center (HPC). We encourage you to share your 
experiences when visiting our concert and recital halls. It’s our pleasure to answer 
any questions or concerns you may have when visiting or planning your visit. Please 
don’t hesitate to contact us with any questions or concerns:
 

HPC Box Office Information
2330 North Halsted Street | Tuesday-Saturday | 10 AM–3 PM*

773-325-5200 | musicboxoffice@depaul.edu
*Seasonal hours apply, but we are always open 90 minutes prior to all ticketed 

events.
 
Accessibility: HPC is dedicated to providing access for all patrons. We ask that you 
please contact the HPC Box Office at least two weeks prior to your performance 
date to request accessibility services.

Cameras and Recorders: The taking of photographs or the recording of concerts 
held at HPC is strictly prohibited. By attending this concert, you consent to be 
photographed, filmed and/or otherwise recorded. Your entry constitutes your 
consent to such and to any use, in any and all media throughout the universe in 
perpetuity, of your appearance, voice and name for any purpose whatsoever in 
connection with HPC and DePaul University School of Music. 

Concert Dress: At any given concert, you will observe some concertgoers dressed 
up and others dressed more casually. Many patrons wear business attire or casual 
business attire. We encourage you to wear whatever makes you feel most 
comfortable.

Food and Beverage: While drinks, with lids, are allowed in performance spaces, food 
is never allowed.

Fire Notice: The exits indicated by a red light nearest your seat is the shortest route 
to the lobby and then outside to the street. In the event of fire or any emergency, 
please do not run. Walk to that exit.

Late Seating: Late seating breaks usually occur after the first piece on the program 
or at intermission in order to minimize disturbances to other audience members 
and those performing on stage. Late patrons will be seated at appropriate breaks at 
the discretion of the house management staff. 

No Smoking: All public spaces in HPC are smoke-free.

Phones and Paging Devices: All electronic devices—including cellular phones, 
pagers and wristwatch alarms—should be on silent while in any concert or recital 
hall.

Website: For information about HPC, the DePaul University School of Music, and its 
upcoming concerts or events, please visit go.depaul.edu/musicevents.
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The DePaul University School of Music is proud to recognize the 
following annual donors
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July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025



You can make a difference by providing 
critical scholarship funding and other 

opportunities to the next generation of 
musicians. Make a gift of any size in order 
to guarantee exceptional arts experiences 

for years to come.

Visit give.depaul.edu/music today. 

For more information, please contact:
giving@depaul.edu

(312) 362-8666



Upcoming Events 
DePaul University School of Music

HPC Presents: Jon Nakamatsu, piano • February 17, 2026  

March 4 • 8:00 p.m.
Gannon Concert Hall
DePaul Concert Orchestra

March 5 • 7:00 p.m.
Dempsey Corboy Jazz Hall
DePaul Jazz Combos I

March 5 • 8:00 p.m.
Gannon Concert Hall
DePaul Wind Symphony

Holtschneider Performance Center 
2330 North Halsted Street • Chicago

 Gannon Concert Hall, Allen Recital Hall, Brennan Recital Hall • HPC First Floor

Dempsey Corboy Jazz Hall • HPC Second Floor

Sasha and Eugene Jarvis Opera Hall
800 West Belden Avenue • Chicago

For ticketing information and a complete list of concerts visit:
 go.depaul.edu/musicevents.

School of Music

February 18 • 7:00 p.m.
Allen Recital Hall
Bassoon Studio Recital

February 19 • 7:00 p.m.
Allen Recital Hall
DePaul Composers Forum

February 22 • 7:00 p.m.
Allen Recital Hall
Scott Ramsay Studio Recital

February 26 • 8:00 p.m.
Gannon Concert Hall
DePaul Ensemble 20+

February 28 • 3:00 p.m.
Allen Recital Hall
DePaul Trombone Choir

February 28 • 8:00 p.m.
Gannon Concert Hall
DePaul Chamber & Concert Choirs

March 3 • 7:00 p.m.
Allen Recital Hall
DePaul String Chamber Showcase I

Faculty Artist Series

February 21 • 7:00 p.m.
Allen Recital Hall
Ann Marie Brink, viola, Jason Moy, 
harpsichord, & John Milbauer, piano





804 West Belden Avenue
Chicago, IL 60614

773.325.7260
music.depaul.edu

Sign up for Music @ DePaul E-Notes!
Receive monthly updates in your inbox on performances taking place at the 
School of Music, as well as special offers and discounts to ticketed events! You 
can choose to unsubscribe from the list at any time. We have a strict privacy 
policy and will never sell or trade your email address.

You can sign up for E-Notes by visiting music.depaul.edu and clicking on 
Concerts and Events.


