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Part One
. | NTRODUCTI ON
1. As indicated in its first and second interimreports, the Comn ssion had

i ntended for sonme tine to conduct an investigation of the Ovéara gravesite in
United Nations Protected Area (UNPA) Sector East. This exanination woul d
i nvol ve the exhumation of the bodies contained in the mass gravesite, the
col l ection of physical evidence at the gravesite, the transport of the bodies
to a norgue facility, and the autopsy exam nation of the bodies to establish

identification and the cause/ manner of death. |In tinme, other types of
evi dence woul d be collected, including testinonial evidence, so that crimnal
responsibility for the killings related to the bodies in the grave could be

det er m ned.

2. Al t hough the Comm ssion had hoped to conduct the Ovéara investigation
expeditiously, it soon becanme apparent that, although it was possible to
obtain the necessary forensic experts from Physicians for Human Ri ghts (PHR)
and the necessary police and investigative resources fromthe Canadi an War
Crimes Investigation Team (WO T) 1/ or el sewhere at reasonably short notice,
it would be very difficult to obtain the services of a small nilitary

engi neering support unit, which was essential for the conduct of an excavation
i nvestigation. It would also be very difficult to obtain usable assurances
and approvals fromthe political authorities controlling the area. A

reconnai ssance trip to the Ovc¢ara area in March 1993 had indicated that United
Nat i ons Protection Forces (UNPROFOR) did not have the military resources
avai l abl e to provide conplete support for the investigation. Another |esson
fromthe reconnai ssance trip was that it was essential to have the approval of
the relevant political authorities. Unfortunately, it was also clear that it
was extremely difficult to determne the identity and | ocation of the rel evant
political authorities in Belgrade, Knin and Vukovar. In addition, it was
apparent that the political situation was in a state of flux; it was difficult
to determine who really possessed power and the relative conpetence of
authorities at different |evels.

3. After some considerable efforts by the Conmission staff and by the first
Chai rman, M. Kal shoven, the Comm ssion was fortunate enough to obtain the
services of a small conposite Royal Netherlands Arny Unit, which nmet the
mlitary support requirenent superbly.

4, In an effort to obtain the necessary political assurances, the

Conmi ssion made visits to Vukovar in March, July, Cctober, and Novenber; to
Bel grade in March and April; and, to Knin in May, Septenber, and October. 1In
addi ti on, the Conmm ssi on exchanged nunerous pieces of correspondence wth
various authorities in these locations. The approach taken by the Conm ssion
was that, as a matter of bal ance, the Conmi ssion would attenpt to excavate a
second nass grave site in UNPA Sector West, which was believed to contain Serb
victinms at essentially the sane tinme as it conducted the Ovcéara excavati on.
The Conmi ssion and the |ocal authorities at various tines also discussed

i ssues including the location for post nortem exam nations, the presence of
observers during the investigation, and the concerns of the "RSK"

admi ni stration about the use of UNPA Sector West by Croatian authorities as a
| ocation for radioactive waste di sposal sites.

5. Following a nmeeting in Knin with Republic of the Serbian Krajina (RSK)
admi nistration on 5 Septenber 1993, it was the view of the Commi ssion that it
had obt ai ned the necessary approvals to conduct the Ovcara excavation. As a
matter of bal ance, while the bodi es at Ovcara were being exhuned and an

aut opsy exami nation was being conducted to establish identification and the
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cause/ manner of death, a prelimnary site survey would be conducted at a
presuned mass gravesite in the Pakracka Poljana/Marino Sel o area in UNPA
Sector West and a prelimnary radiol ogi cal survey would al so be conducted in
UNPA Sector West. On the basis of this understandi ng, the Conm ssion decided
to have PHR, the WCIT, and the Dutch UNPROFOR Support Detachment depl oyed to
Zagreb in early October, and to deploy themto Sectors Wst and East during
the week of 17 COctober. The various teans were then depl oyed to Zagreb.

6. On 14 and 15 Cctober, the Conmission met in Knin with the RSK

admi nistration to obtain additional witten authorization to proceed with the
Ovcéara excavation and to address newly raised RSK concerns about the |ocation
of the norgue facility. The RSK adm nistration insisted that post-nortem
exam nations could not be conducted in Croatia. Although the Conm ssion had
i ntended to have the post-nobrtem exam nati ons conducted in Zagreb, the

Conmi ssion agreed to endeavour to |ocate a place for these exam nations which
woul d be acceptable to the RSK administration. On receipt of this assurance,
the RSK admi nistration issued several documents authorizing the Conmi ssion to
proceed with the investigation.

7. The teans from PHR, the WCI T, and the Dutch UNPROFOR Support Detachnent
depl oyed from Zagreb to UNPA Sector East on 19 Cctober. On arrival in UNPA
Sector East the evening of 19 October, the On-site Rapporteur was infornmed by
UNPROFOR that a neeting with the RSK UNPA Sector East administration, in
particul ar Colonel Ml anovi¢, was a condition precedent to comencenent of the
excavation. The Dutch UNPROFOR Support Detachnent established accombdati ons
for itself and the WCOIT at Klisa airfield within the perinmeter of the UNPROFOR
Russi an battalion. PHR was accommopdated at the UNPA Sector East Headquarters
in Erdut.

8. As it was not possible to neet with Colonel M I anovi¢ before 22 October,
the various teans went to the Ovcéara site on 20 and 21 October with the

acqui escence of the Sector Commander to conduct a second site survey which
woul d not involve any excavation. The site had been secured by UNPROFOR since
it was originally identified in Decenmber 1992. During the site survey, the
site was checked for unexpl oded ordi nance by UNPROFOR, brush was cl eared, the
area was surveyed in detail with a range of equi prment and a certain anmount of
physi cal evidence, including spent cartridge cases and sone cloth, was
recovered. Reports on this phase of the investigation were prepared by PHR
and by the WCI T.

9. In total, the team spent |less than 48 hours on-site. During this tine,
the principle activity was the el ectronic surveying of the site by experts in
the PHR team In addition, mine-clearing of part of the site was conducted by
UNPROFOR troops. It should be noted that 64 itens of potential evidentiary
significance, shell casings, were seized fromthe site before this project was
suspended. The bulk of these are shell casings. All the itens seized by the
WCI'T were identified, tagged, and secured in accordance with the standing
operating procedures.

10.On 22 COctober, the On-site Rapporteur nmet with Col onel M Il anovié in Erdut
and was inforned that, notw thstanding the various approvals received in Knin
on 14 and 15 Cctober, the RSK Parlianent had taken a decision on 21 Cctober
requiring the Conm ssion to postpone all activity at Ov¢éara until a political
solution was found to the situation in the former Yugoslavia. Follow ng the
neeting, the On-site Rapporteur withdrew all personnel fromthe Ovéara site to
their accommpdations at Klisa and Erdut. It was his considered opinion that
any attenpt to continue the project after receipt of this decision would
expose the project personnel or UNPROFOR personnel to an excessive degree of
risk.
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11. Al t hough efforts were nade to rehabilitate the Ov¢ara project in the
ensui ng weeks, none of these efforts were successful and no one affiliated
with the Conmi ssion had returned to the site, which remins under UNPROFOR
protection since 22 Cctober.

12.Once it becanme apparent, by m d-day 24 Cctober, that there would be no
rapi d change of position on the part of |ocal admnistration, project

personnel were shifted over a period of tinme from UNPA Sector East to UNPA
Sector West and el sewhere for their nore efficient use. The last person and
the | ast piece of equiprment was out of UNPA Sector East by 30 October.
Sufficient material and personnel resources were, however, retained in Croatia
until about 10 Novenber so that the Ovcara excavation coul d be conducted if
adequate political approval was obtained. After 10 Novenber, the onset of
col d weat her nade the project inpracticable before the spring of 1994,
Appropriate political approval was not obtained before 10 Novenber.

13. On 17 Novenber 1993, the On-site Rapporteur and the Secretary of the

Conmi ssion met with M. Hadzi ¢, President of the RSK in Erdut. Also at the
neeting were M. Nik3i¢, Vice-Chairman of the Regional Council and Col onel

M | anovi é, Deputy M nister of Defence of the RSK. Note nunber 1-234-93, dated
16 Novenber, was presented to the On-site Rapporteur under the signature of
M. Hadzi ¢, stating the follow ng decisions:

(a) The RSK adninistration agree to co-operate in and give their
approval for the excavations on the site of Ovcara, in the nmunicipality of
Vukovar ;

(b) The excavation activities can start in March or April the
foll ow ng year, when the weather conditions have inproved;

(c) The RSK administration will appoint one nmenber to observe the
activities of the Commi ssion; and

(d) The President of the Republic, M. Hadz ¢ approved the above-
stated items and is willing to co-operate fully with the
Conmi ssi on.

14. El ections were held in the RSK in Decenber 1993, but M. Hadz ¢ did not run
for re-election. It is reasonable to presune that another round of
negotiations is necessary before the Ov¢ara excavati on can be conduct ed.

15.As a result of the above investigations, the follow ng reports were
produced:

(a) a PHR report, Report of a Second Site Exploration of a Mass Grave
Near Vukovar, Forner Yugosl avia, which can be found in Annex X A 2;

(b) a WCOI' T report, Report of Investigative Activity to the United
Nati ons Comni ssion of Experts-Ovéara, which follows.

16. The mass grave excavation project at Ovcéara required, in Comr ssion terns,
substantial resources and was, at best, a qualified success. It is nmy view
that the Ovc¢ara project was successful to sone extent because of the fact that
the Commi ssion was actually able to overconme consi derabl e obstacl es and depl oy
t he necessary personnel and equi pnent to UNPA Sector East, even though it was
unable to dig for political reasons. It is considered, however, that no
attenpt should be made to conduct the Ovcara excavation unless a very firm
agreenent is applied by the appropriate authorities.
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17. The followi ng | essons were | earned fromthe Ovéara project:

(a) that |ocal authorities can thwart projects which appear to have
been authorized at a higher level. It is recormmended that in addition to any
witten consent, it be a matter of UN policy that a representative of the
appropriate Governmental authority be present at, though not on (for security
and evidentiary reasons) the site, to facilitate relations with the |oca
authorities;

(b) that it would be nost efficient, should resources pernit to |ocate
nmass grave investigative and exhumation resources "in country" for an extended
period of time, that is for three to six nonths. This would permt
flexibility in noving to different sites as soon as obtaining political
approval and before any changes are nade to the original approval; and

(c) that arrangenents should be in place before evidence is coll ected,
to allowit to be taken out for independent analysis to an institution in a
country not a party to the conflict.

18. The support of UNPROFOR was essential to the success of all on-site

i nvestigations. It would be extrenmely difficult to conduct any on-site

i nvestigation w thout such support. The support of the Royal Netherlands Arny
(UNPROFOR Support Detachnent) was essential 1n connection with the excavation
projects and the radiol ogi cal survey and extrenely hel pful in connection with
all other projects. It is unlikely that a substantial excavation project
could be carried out in future without the assistance of a unit simlar in
conposi tion, equiprment, and quality to the Royal Netherlands Arny.

1. WO T REPORT OF | NVESTI GATI VE ACTIVITY AT OVCARA

19. 1 n Decenber 1992, the United Nations sponsored an on-site investigation of
an all eged mass grave at Ovcéara near Vukovar, UNPA Sector East, territory of
the forner Yugoslavia. PHR determ ned that there appeared to be a mass grave
containing up to 200 bodies. The report relating to this activity is
attached.

20.1n COctober 1993, a nedicolegal teamconsisting of PHR, WCIT, and the
UNPROFOR Dutch military nmenbers were dispatched to investigate the site fully.

21. The teamarrived on site at 12:35 p.m, on 20 Cctober 1993. The site is

| ocated approximately six kilonetres fromthe town of Vukovar, in a rura

area. The site has been cordoned off with concertina wire, and was under the
guard of RUSBAT UN troops, |located in a guardhouse approximately 50 mnetres
fromthe site. |In attendance at the scene were Mjor Holland (Canadi an Forces
Legal Oficer), Drs. Calabrese, Doretti, Fondebrider, Haglund, Hartley

McCl urkan, Schmitt, and Scott and M. Stover of PHR Al so in attendance were
nmenbers of the UNPROFOR Dutch Support Unit, as well as UN Conmi ssion of
Experts nmenber, M. Fenrick, and Lieutenant-Col onel Kenpenaars, Dutch Mlitary
Lawyer, Assistant to the Conmi ssion.

22. Utilising an el ectronic surveying theodolite equipped with a SDR33 data
col l ector (serial nunmber F253137), Dr. Scott surveyed and nmapped the perineter
of the suspected grave. This device allows the conputerized recording of the
t opogr aphy, and can be used to map and graph itens or artifacts located in the
area

23. Upon conpl eti on of the perineter survey, the wire was renoved and the scene
entered. It was noted that the enclosed area was knee-high in grass and
vegetation, making it difficult to |locate surface artifacts. A nunber of
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enpty cartridge casings were located and marked by way of a pinflag. Twenty-
seven enpty casings and two itens of cloth/clothing were |ocated, napped

sei zed and held as evidence. These itens (Evidence itens 2000-2027) have been
forwarded to the forensic | aboratories of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police
(RCWP) for analysis. Vegetation was renoved fromthe interior of the scene.
Phot ogr aphs and vi deo-tape of the investigation were taken by Dr. Doretti, and
are held by the investigators. At the conclusion of each work day, the barbed
wire was closed, and the site remained under guard of the RUSBAT troops.

24.0On 21 October 1993, evidence itens 2028 to 2064, inclusive, were seized
fromthe scene. These itens consisted al nbst exclusively of shell casings,
and one live round of unidentified calibre

25. At 10:12 a.m, 21 Cctober 1993, a Bel gi an UNPROFOR mine team arrived and
conmenced checking the area for unexpl oded ordi nance. Wile this was being
done, investigative and forensic work was conducted only in the declared safe
area

26. At 8:50 a.m, on 22 Cctober 1993, the scene was re-opened and work
conmenced. At 9:18 a.m, the m nesweeping teamarrived and conmenced
operations, including topographic mapping of the area and netal detection
sweeps of the ground and trees.

27. At 10:15 a.m, on 22 Cctober 1993, the Commission's Rapporteur for On-site
I nvestigations, M. Fenrick, attended the scene and advised that permi ssion to
conduct the on-site investigation had been withdrawn by the |ocal Serb

adm ni stration. Therefore, because work was to cease, the scene was
evacuat ed, and the team departed

28. The ordi nance and other itens of real evidence collected at the scene are
secured at UNPROFOR Headquarters in Zagreb, at the disposal of the Ofice of
the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunal at The Hague.

Part Two

. EXECUTI VE SUMVARY

29.1n Decenber 1992, a four-nmenber forensic team assenbled by PHR, conducted
a prelimnary site exploration of a burial site approximtely six kil onetres
sout h-east of the city of Vukovar, in the territory of the former Yugoslavia.
Inits report 2/ to the United Nations Conm ssion of Experts, the team
concluded, inter alia, that the grave was "a mass grave, containing perhaps as
many as 200 bodies". The team al so concluded that the grave appeared to be
consistent with witness testinony purporting that the site was "the place of
execution and internent of the patients and nedical staff of Vukovar Hospital
on 20 Novenber 1991". The team recomrended that a second, |arger forensic
team should return to excavate the grave and renove the bodi es for nedicol ega
exam nati on.

30.1n COctober 1993, a second PHR teamreturned to the former Yugoslavia to
undertake the conpl ete excavation of the mass grave. On 20 Cctober, the
forensic teamtravelled to the gravesite, located in an isol ated, wooded area
sout h-east of the farming village of Ov¢ara, near Vukovar (UNPA Sector East).
Prior to their arrival at the site, the team had received witten perni ssion
to conduct the excavation fromthe Governments of Croatia and the RSK
However, on 22 October, local Serb officials informed the teamthat the

Regi onal Council of Vukovar had passed a resolution prohibiting further work
at the site. The officials said that mlitary forces had been ordered to
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enforce the Council's resolution. That sane day, the teamleft the site.
Soon thereafter, the teamjoined another PHR forensic team working in UNPA
Sector West.

31. As the local Serb adninistration forced the PHR teamto | eave the Ovcara
site, no exhumations could be undertaken. However, the teamwas able to
confirmthat 7.62 by 39 mllinmetre cartridge cases were near the grave. In
addition, the surface distribution of the cartridge cases confirned the
earlier finding that a mass execution had taken place at the gravesite.

32. The PHR team had intended to return to the Ovéara site in April 1994 to
excavate and renove the bodi es for nedi col egal exam nation.

[1. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

33.From 20 to 22 October 1993, a ten-menber international forensic team
assenbl ed by PHR, conducted a exploration of a mass grave near the city of
Vukovar, in the former Yugoslavia (see Appendix A). The investigation was
carried out in collaboration with a Canadi an team of |awers and nilitary
poli cemen. A detachnent fromthe Dutch nmilitary provided the PHR teamw th
| ogi stical and technical support.

34. The team had intended to excavate the mass grave, which is located in the
farmng village of Ovéara, near Vukovar (UNPA Sector East), over a period of
weeks. However, on the third day of the investigation, the |local Serb

adm ni stration ordered the teamto | eave the site under threat of force. The
teamw thdrew fromthe Sector and later joined another PHR forensic team

wor ki ng in UNPA Sector West.

35. As of Decenber 1992, PHR has conduct ed nedi col egal investigations of
apparent war crines in the territory of the fornmer Yugosl avia on behal f of the
Conmi ssi on under a Cooperation Service Agreenent concluded between PHR and t he
United Nations. The Conmission is charged under UN Security Counci

Resolution 780 (1992) to collect and anal yse evi dence of grave breaches of the
Geneva Conventions and other violations of international humanitarian |aw
conmitted in the territory of the former Yugoslavia.

36.PHR first investigated the Ovcara site in Decenber 1992. During that

i nvestigation, two skel etonized individuals, bearing gunshot wounds to the
head, were recovered fromthe surface and nearby the gravesite. A shallow
test trench, or "sondage", dug across the gravesite reveal ed nine nore bodies.
In addition, a large concentration of spent 7.62 by 39 nmllinmetre cartridge
cases were found in the burr bushes, in a pattern west to north-west of the
gravesite. Based on the prelimnary site exploration, the PHR forensic team
concl uded:

(a) a nass execution took place at the gravesite;

(b) the grave is a nass grave, containing perhaps as nmany as 200
bodi es;

(c) the renote | ocation of the grave suggests that the executioners
sought to bury their victins secretly;

(d) there is no indication that the grave has been di sturbed since the
time of execution and internmnent;

(e) The grave appears to be consistent with witness testinony that the
site is the place of execution and internment of the patients and nmedical staff
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nenbers, who di sappeared during the evacuation of Vukovar Hospital on 20
Novenmber 1991. However, before that determi nation can be made with scientific
certainty, the grave will need to be excavated and a nunber of bodies will need
to be identified using forensic nethods and procedures; and

(f) the fact that two bodies bore necklaces with Ronman Catholic
crosses--one bearing a small netal plate with the inscription "BOG | HRVATI"
(God and Croatians)--suggests that the grave is |likely to contain the remins
of Croati ans.

37. The followi ng report describes the activities carried out by the PHR
forensic teamat the Ovcara site from20 to 23 Cctober 1993.
I11. FlIELD REPORT

A. Site preparation

38. At the tine of the PHR forensic teanis arrival, on the afternoon of 20

Oct ober 1993, the site was secured with two rows of concertina wire and
guarded by a Russian contingent of UNPROFOR  The guard station is

approxi mately 40 netres north-east of the site. The gravesite was indicated
by a depression, situated at the head of a ravine. The relatively flat |ands
i medi ately adjacent to the site were in agricultural production.

39. The team first wal ked the perinmeter wire to ascertain the condition of the
site. The gravesite was observed to be overgrown with rank, weedy vegetation.
Thi stl e and cockl ebur were observed, as well as a variety of other tall weeds.
Sone vegetation extended to a height of 1.5 netres. This is all indicative of
the revegetaring of previously disturbed | and.

40. After ascertaining the site condition, Canadian mlitary police personnel,
with the aid of Russian UNPROFOR sol diers, created an access point in the wire
peri meter near the north-east corner. Al ingress and egress to the site was
monitored by military police personnel

41. After gaining access to the site, three tasks were carried out

simul taneously. One was the placenent of the mapping datum the second was
initial clearing of the vegetation on and around the gravesite, and the third
was phot ographi c docunmentation of the site and the investigation.

B. Met hods

42. El ectroni c Mapping Procedures. A professionally recogni zed archaeol ogi ca
mappi ng procedure was used to nap the site, the grave pit, associated
artifacts, natural and cultural features, and features of the previous
excavation unit. The napping procedure was enhanced by the use of an

el ectronic data recorder, which allowed a high degree of precision in

i ndi vi dual nmeasurenent and data |ogging. Precise |ocation control was
acconpl i shed through the use of a total station theodolite and electronic data
collector. The instrunent was a Lietz SET5A total station theodolite with an
SDR33 electronic data recorder. Each theodolite shot was recorded on the data
recorder and given a previously established identification code. The specific
artifact number was provided by the SDR33 used in auto-generate point node.
The el ectronic data recorder is equivalent to a surveyor's fiel dbook.

43. A primary datum was established as a nmapping control point at a
conveni ent |location on the site. This datum nunbered 1, was given the
arbitrary coordi nates of N100/E100 and an el evation of 120. Datum 2 was
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established 3.9 netres west of datum 11 and was used as an orientation and
backsite datum for all readings taken fromthis |ocation.

44. The absolute location and el evation of datum 1 was established by readi ngs
taken with a dobal Positioning System Unit, utilizing the WGS-84 dat um
Datum 1l is located in UTM Zone 34, N5017695, E347778, and the elevation is 120
netres above nmean sea | evel.

45. One subordi nate datum was established, nunbered 3, north of site to provide
anot her check for accurate orientation of the theodolite.

46. The el ectroni c mappi ng equi prent was utilized to capture raw data,

i ncludi ng horizontal angle, vertical angle, slope distance and el evation, for
each reading taken. Each reading was automatically converted to coordinate
position by the SDR33 data col |l ector.

47.Data collected to generate the el ectronic map included, but was not limted
to, locations of: excavation unit boundaries, artifacts found by netal
detecting outside the excavation limts, and relevant cultural and natural
features.

48. Each artifact found was piece-plotted as follows. The instrunent was set
up on datum 1, and distance, azimnmuth and coordi nate point readings for each
artifact location were recorded electronically. D stance was read to the
nearest one millimetre, as well as the north and east coordinate.

49. At the conclusion of each day's field investigations the data coll ector was
downl oaded to a Dell 325N | aptop conputer containing the software MAP. The
resultant computer file was then transferred to the software AUTOCAD for
storage and final site map production

50. Phot ogr aphi ¢ _Recordi ng Procedures. Photography was conducted at the Ovéara
site using both still and video caneras. Log books were used to record film
numbers and to describe the activity being recorded on film The | og books
were given to the Canadian mlitary police at the site immediately after each
roll of filmor video tape was taken fromthe canmera and | abelled by the
phot ogr apher.

51. Still photography at the Ovcara gravesite was begun by taking overview

i mmges of the site fromvarious directions prior to the investigating team
entering the concertina wire surrounding the site. Both colour transparency
and black and white filmwere used. After an entrance way through the wire
was establ i shed, photographs were taken of the investigative teamclearing the
site of vegetation and of those mappi ng the topographic contour and surface
physi cal evidence. Photographs were taken of the site at the end of each day,
after investigation personnel had |left the site, and at the begi nning of each
wor k day, prior to personnel entering the site. Photographs, both col our
transparency and bl ack and white, were taken of sel ected physical evidence
found in situ on the ground surface, and of bullet scars observed in trees at
the site. |In many cases, photographs of bullet scars and physical evidence
were taken using a tripod-nounted canera. Plastic nmeasurenent scales (netric)
were placed in each of these inmages

52. The mai n purpose of the video docunentation was to record the methods and
procedures used in the nedicol egal investigation of individual and nass
graves. At various points during the investigation, experts in charge of
specific areas of the work explained in front of the canera the procedures and
obj ectives of each step. The investigators described the archaeol ogi ca
procedure used, how evidence was mapped and col |l ected, and what chain of

cust ody neasures were taken.
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53. Surface Inventory and Metal Detecting Procedures. The surface inventory
was designed primarily to |ocate cartridge cases for use in firearns

exam nation procedures. This effort was enhanced by the use of an electronic
nmetal detector, a Fisher nodel 1235-X with a 30 centinetre dianmeter coil

Vi sual inspection of the surface was carried out concurrently with the netal
det ect or sweeps.

54. The operator of the netal detector transected the site using a sweeping
notion to exam ne the ground. A pin flag was placed at each target site
identified visually or by detector signal

55. The vegetati on was cleared by pulling the stal ks out of the ground or
cutting them off near ground surface. The primary goal was to | eave the
ground surface intact. As the vegetation renoval was occurring, a visua

i nspection of the site was made. The ground surface was littered with a
variety of trash. (This trash was previously noted in the prelimnary site
expl oration in Decenber 1992).

56. The perineter of the gravesite, which was visible during the Decenber 1992
site exploration, was |less visible by 20 Cctober 1993. Natural slunping and
vegetation growth had obscured the clearly visible details observed in
Decenber 1992. However, a disturbed and severely undul ati ng area demarki ng
the grave was visible, as was the line of the Decenber 1992 test trench cut
across the site.

57. After the vegetation clearing began, a Belgian nines clearance teamwth
UNPROFOR arrived and conducted a visual clearing of the area north-west of the
gravesite. They also worked to the south of the grave and returned a second
day and worked to the south-west of the grave, until halted by orders to | eave
the site. The demining team pulled or renpved sone vegetation during their

vi sual clearing operation.

58. All vegetation cleared fromthe site was renoved by team personnel through
the access point. It was renoved to a pile area approximately 20 nmetres north
to north-east of the site. After clearing the vegetation, team nenbers
visual |y observed the surface and identified cartridge cases and ot her
artifacts found laying on the surface. No subsurface diggi ng was undert aken.

59. Si xty-one cartridge cases (Field Specimen nunbers 2000 to 2020, 2023 to
2028, 2030 to 2060, 2062 to 2064, and one live round of 7.62 by 39 mllinetre
amuni tion, which is 2061, were found west to north-west of the gravesite.
The location of each was recorded by using the el ectronic nappi hg procedures.
Each item was col |l ected and bagged by the Canadian mlitary police. Each

pl astic bag contai ned one item which was | abelled with the same nunber as
generated by the SDR33. The bag was sealed by the MP team and the artifacts
were retained in MP custody at all tines. The only other artifacts collected
were two pieces of cloth and an unidentified object. These itens nay be
intrusive trash and unrelated to the grave epi sode. However, their surface
context was associated with the cartridge case concentration, so it was deened
appropriate to collect the specinens.

60. The cartridge cases appeared to fall into two clusters. One is fromtwo to
10 netres west to north-west of the grave pit and the other is 12 to 15 netres
west to north-west of the grave pit. The clusters nay be artificial in that
these were just the visible surface artifacts. Due to the teanis expul sion
fromthe site on 22 COctober, the surface investigation was |eft inconplete and
no subsurface investigations were undertaken. Thus, the gap between the
artifact clusters may be nore apparent than real and only additional work can
determi ne the real situation.
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61. Two other activities were carried out at the site prior to the teans

wi thdrawal . One was the photographic recording of the site and the vegetation
clearing operation. Wthin the context of the photographic recordi ng, severa
trees believed to bear evidence of bullet scarring were al so recorded by
utilizing forensic scales. These trees are to the south-west of the grave pit
and at the edge or in the ravine that heads the grave pit.

62. The final task that was begun prior to the withdrawal was the initiation of
recordi ng topographic elevation points for use in constructing a site contour
map. Thirty-six el evation points were recorded on 21 Cctober. Plans were to
continue to record el evation points on 22 Cctober, but the team w thdrew from
the site before the data coul d be recorded.

V. CONCLUSI ONS AND RECOMVENDATI ONS

63. 1 nasnuch as the local Serb administration forced the forensic teamto |eave
the site, no formal exhumations coul d be undertaken. This investigation
confirmed the presence of a |arge concentration of spent 7.62 by 39 mllinetre
cartridge cases. In addition, the surface inventory and mappi ng of the
cartridge cases suggests that there is a patterned distribution to the
firearms data. Further investigations are needed to explicate fully the

rel ati onship between the grave and the cartridge cases. However, the surface
distribution of the cartridge cases confirns the earlier findings that a nass
execution took place at the gravesite.

64. To conpl ete the nedicol egal investigation of the Ovéara site, the foll ow ng
activities will need to be undertaken

(a) conpletion of the nmetal detecting, collecting and recording of
firearms-rel ated evidence at the site;

(b) conpletion of the forensic firearns identification of the
cartridge cases and bullets recovered at the site;

(c) conpl etion of the detailed mapping of the grave pit and contents
as well as determining the relationship of the firearns evidence with the
deposition of the bodies; and

(d) conpl etion of the exhumation and, to the extent possible, the
identification and determ nati on of cause of death of the human remai ns buried
at the site.
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Not es

1/ The War Crinmes Investigation Team (WCI T) consisted of mlitary
personnel fromthe Canadian Ofice of the Judge Advocate General as well as
mlitary investigators who were seconded from Canada to the Commi ssion of
Experts for this specific mssion. Sinmilar teams were al so seconded by Canada
to the Conmission for other missions. Such teans were referred to within the
Commi ssion and for purposes of its reports as the Canadi an War Cri nes
I nvestigati on Team

2/ See Annex |1, Physicians for Hunan Rights, "Report of a Preliminary
Site Exploration of a Mass Grave Near Vukovar, Forner Yugoslavia", in "Letter
dated 9 February 1993 fromthe Secretary-Ceneral addressed to the President of
the Security Council", S/25274, at 25-64 (10 February 1993).



