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Hydrology of Illinois Rivers





Steps of Analysis

1. Geographic Information System Analysis 

2. Google Earth and Data Analysis
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Steps of Analysis

3. Create Contact List

4. Create Custom Maps & Fact-Checking 

5. Site Visits
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Key Takeaways

• Recreational, cultural, and civic goals dominate the efforts of Feature Communities, although 
economic development is a factor. Three-fourths have lost population since 2000.

• Nearly all municipalities activate their riverfronts through civic events, festivals, and club 
gatherings not directly focused on the river but use these natural assets as scenic backdrops.  

• Most successful communities have a strong champion who sustains momentum from year to 
year. Few have comprehensive plans for their riverfronts. Most draw on the energy of civic groups. 
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Video Presentation

-Educational video, 3.5 minutes

-Peruse our report using the link 



Challenges
• Few municipalities with populations below 5,000 have created prominent statewide attractions 

along rivers that are magnets for tourism. Most focus on festivals for those living nearby.  Galena and 
Grafton are exceptions.  

• Residential or hospitality developments on riverfront parcels are uncommon. Few municipalities 
subsidize river-oriented businesses. Among the reasons are chronic flooding, hefty levees, and modest 
economic growth.  

• Municipal governments generally lack the resources to engage in large-scale habitat preservation 
efforts or directly manage wetlands, with Charleston and Monticello being notable exceptions. 
Nonetheless, many have strong relationships with nonprofit conservation organizations. 
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New Activities for 2023-24

• Municipal Recognition & Report

• Event on evening of February 13 + Webinars

•  Program near Alton on April 10 (late morning)

• River Fellows Program

• Join our listserv

          chaddick@depaul.edu
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