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Hydrology of lllinois Rivers
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Steps of Analysis

1. Geographic Information System Analysis

2. Google Earth and Data Analysis
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Steps of Analysis

3. Create Contact List
4. Create Custom Maps & Fact-Checking

5. Site Visits
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Institutional Landscape of River Policymaking
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Key Takeaways

Recreational, cultural, and civic goals dominate the efforts of Feature Communities, although
economic development is a factor. Three-fourths have lost population since 2000.

Nearly all municipalities activate their riverfronts through civic events, festivals, and club
gatherings not directly focused on the river but use these natural assets as scenic backdrops.

Most successful communities have a strong champion who sustains momentum from year to
year. Few have comprehensive plans for their riverfronts. Most draw on the energy of civic groups.
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Video Presentation

-Educational video, 3.5 minutes

-Peruse our report using the link



Challenges

e Few municipalities with populations below 5,000 have created prominent statewide attractions
along rivers that are magnets for tourism. Most focus on festivals for those living nearby. Galena and
Grafton are exceptions.

e Residential or hospitality developments on riverfront parcels are uncommon. Few municipalities
subsidize river-oriented businesses. Among the reasons are chronic flooding, hefty levees, and modest
economic growth.

e Municipal governments generally lack the resources to engage in large-scale habitat preservation
efforts or directly manage wetlands, with Charleston and Monticello being notable exceptions.
Nonetheless, many have strong relationships with nonprofit conservation organizations.
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New Activities for 2023-24

Municipal Recognition & Report

Event on evening of February 13 + Webinars

Program near Alton on April 10 (late mornin

River Fellows Program

Join our listserv

chaddick@depaul.edu
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Chaddick Institute Policy Study | August 23, 2024
By Joseph P. Schwieterman, Ph.D. and William Kling, J.D.

llinois’s 81,110 miles of rivers and streams reach nearly all its cities with more than 2 few thousand
residents, but the work of smaller municipalities to leverage these natural resources is poorly understocd.
While the high-profile initiatives of Chicago, Naperville, Peoria, and other cities regularly capture the
spotlight, laudable efforts by less populated places tend to g0 unrecognized outside their home arez.

This report showcases 25 small and mid-size communities in llinois that lie outside of metropolitan Chicaga
2nd are notable for having thoughtful civic, environmental, and recreational initiatives pertaining to rivers.
These villages and cities, all having populations under 20,000, stand out among the more than 100
municipalities evaluated. Each has made rivers dynamic parts of their community without expansive
planning staffs and public works budgets.

Communities are grouped by size, with the smaller ones presented first. To keep the focus on village and
city initiatives, we exclude the work of multijurisdictional efforts of the U.S. Arny Corp of Engineers, the

State of lllinois, county governments, and public units devoted to watershed protection for our discussion.
We also excluded, as are industrial, port, and marine shipping initiatives.
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