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A Letter from the Chair

Elizabeth Millán Brusslan
Professor and Chair, Philosophy
Department of Philosophy
DePaul University

Dear Friends of DePaul Philosophy,

     As we conclude another academic year, I am struck by how much our department has accomplished through the collective efforts of our
faculty, students, staff, alumni, and friends. Regina Robinson, our wonderful Administrative Assistant, and Levi Bjork, our talented student worker,
put together all of the newsletter submissions in a beautiful way – they and our student worker, Keera Stelmak, make our department run
smoothly and with great hospitality – we appreciate all they do. The Newsletter gives you just a glimpse of all the work being done in our
department. One of the great privileges of serving as Chair is working with so many talented individuals – being surrounded by that talent and
energy is just as refreshing as a walk on the beach in Santa Cruz, California! Good colleagues, students, and friends are like trees that provide
shelter from all of the storms that may brew, a shelter similar to the strength of a giant Sequoia tree. For context of these similes, see the photos
on this page.

     We were lucky to enjoy the company of Giulia Valpione over the last two years. Giulia’s research stay was funded by the Marie-Sklodowska-
Curie Global Fellowship – she shared her exciting work on Humboldt and the early German Romantics and offered our students many resources
for exploring post-doc opportunities in Europe.

In the Newsletter you can read about the research projects done by eight teams of doctoral and undergraduate students. The DUOS Fellowship
program and the Maimonides Fund that enables our students to develop original research projects from which we all benefit.

     This year we celebrated an impressive
range of achievements. As you will see in
the Newsletter, our faculty published books
and articles, presented research in Europe,
Asia, the United States - organized
conferences and seminars, and received
well-     

      Our graduate students have made us proud in so many
ways as mentors to our undergraduates and as developing
scholars already publishing exciting work. In the
Newsletter, you can read about Joseph Bermas-Dawes’
recently published article on Adorno and Kant. And about
Edward Kwok’s talk on Hegel’s criticism of Schelling and
Edward’s recently published article on the problem of
method and self-knowledge in Kant’s transcendental
philosophy. These accomplishments reflect not only
individual excellence but also the strength of a community
committed to truth, excellence, and support for each other. 

deserved recognition for their scholarship and teaching. Several doctoral candidates
successfully defended their dissertations: congratulations to Drs. Campos, O’Donnell,
Ramos, and Zizzo! We look forward to the valuable additions you will make to the
field.     

     Our exciting roster of visiting speakers both on Zoom and in person brought our community together for valuable discussions and dialogue. Elaine
Miller (Miami University, Ohio) joined us in person to give the Pleshette DeArmitt Memorial Alumni Lecture.

     In one of our last events of the year, we celebrated our cherished colleague, Daryl Koehn. In the photos, you will see Pat Werhane (former
Wicklander Chair) at the celebration. Daryl Koehn served the Department of Philosophy from 1991-1998 and then from 2015 to the present. As the
Wicklander Chair and Director of the Institute for Business and Professional Ethics (IBPE), Daryl has made DePaul a center for the promotion of public
discussion of ethical issues. Since her return to DePaul in 2015, Daryl has organized and run the International Vincentian Business Ethics Conference.
Under Daryl’s leadership, the Business and Professional Ethics Journal, which is housed at IBPE, has grown and is listed among the top five business
ethics journals. We have all benefited from Daryl’s service and dedication to the University and to our students. Daryl Koehn is not only a remarkable
scholar but also a remarkable human being, and we were fortunate to have her at DePaul for so many years. We wish you health, peace, and joy in
retirement!

     Our department continues to create spaces where difficult questions can be explored with depth and precision. At a time when public discourse is
often marked by division and lazy anger, philosophy remains an indispensable practice of slow, careful thinking, attentive listening, and respectful
dialogue. The Tony-award winning actor, André DeShields, understands the power of slow, careful moves, reminding us that “slowly is the fastest way
to get to where you need to be.”

Over the summer, take it easy, and take things slowly,



V i s i t i n g  S c h o l a r
Dear all,

These past two years have really flown by! 
I want to thank you all for welcoming me so

warmly in Chicago and for everything I learned
from you these past months. I will always

remember your intelligence and kindness. The
memories of our long conversations will keep

me company in Paris. 
I hope we meet again soon!

– Giulia
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

École Normale Supérieure/CNRS - Paris
Post-Doc (Marie Skłodowska-Curie Fellow)

Forthcoming: The Romantic Self. Sovereignty
and the Politics of Nature (Cambridge University
Press). https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009571517

PI of the project: HOPE-German Romanticism: a
History of Political Ecology



V i s i t i n g  S p e a k e r s



DUOS

D o c t o r a l  &  U n d e r g r a d u a t e
O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  S c h o l a r s h i p



DUOS Presentations

The Open Limits of Necessity: System and the
Historical A Priori in Foucault’s Archaeological
Method (Maimonides)
Undergraduate Student: Kennedy Farley
Graduate Student: Almira Mert
Faculty Advisor: Kevin Thompson

Reference as Translatability: Meaning as
Process
Undergraduate Student: Isabella Russomanno
Graduate Student: Çiçek Yavuz
Faculty Advisor: Kevin Thompson

Eight pairs of undergraduate and graduate students
received DUOS awards this year and presented their
work on May 22, 2026.



DUOS Presentations 

The Algorithmic Axiomatic: Capitalism, Machine
Learning, and Capture
Undergraduate Student: Luca Brien
Graduate Student: Harry Brennan
Faculty Advisor: Kevin Thompson

The Apocalypse of the Self
Undergraduate Student: Henry Rowe
Graduate Student: John Gould
Faculty Advisor: Richard Lee

Immanence and Reference: A Study in Deleuze’s
Philosophy of Science
Undergraduate Student: Fred Peters 
Graduate Student: Jack Marchesi
Faculty Advisor: Peg Birmingham 



DUOS Presentations

Sublime Suffering: Schiller and Nietzsche on
Tragedy (Maimonides)
Undergraduate Student: Katarina Malinovic
Graduate Student: Caroline Loftus
Faculty Advisor: Elizabeth Millán Brusslan

The Immanence of Hegel’s Philosophy of
World-history to the Contemporary Practice of
Historiography
Undergraduate Student: Hannah Cho
Graduate Student: Mohab Sherif Younis 
Faculty Advisor: Kevin Thompson

Regression in Adorno: The Subjective Factor
in History (MAP)
Undergraduate Student: Sruthi (Rue) Karthic
Graduate Student: Rosa Martins
Faculty Advisor: Andreea Smaranda Aldea



PHILOSOPHY
CIRCLE

P h i l o s o p h y  C i r c l e





FACULTY PUBLICATIONS

The Future of Business Ethics: The Corporate
Form, Virtue Ethics, and Emerging Issues

Daryl Koehn, Springer (2026)

The Birth of Tragedy /
Umpublished BAsel Writings
Translated with an afterword,
Sean D. Kirkland and Andrew J.
Mktchell, Stanford University
Press (2026)

Philosophy for Kids 25  Anniversary
Edition

th

The 25th anniversary edition of David White's
Philosophy for Kids has been published, and there
is also a new published translation in Indonesian.

https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-032-15084-4#back-to-top
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-032-15084-4#back-to-top
https://www.sup.org/books/theory-and-philosophy/birth-tragedy-unpublished-basel-writings-winter-186970-fall-1873
https://www.sup.org/books/theory-and-philosophy/birth-tragedy-unpublished-basel-writings-winter-186970-fall-1873
https://www.routledge.com/Philosophy-for-Kids-40-Fun-Questions-That-Help-You-Wonder-About-Everything/White/p/book/9781041045441
https://www.routledge.com/Philosophy-for-Kids-40-Fun-Questions-That-Help-You-Wonder-About-Everything/White/p/book/9781041045441
https://www.routledge.com/Philosophy-for-Kids-40-Fun-Questions-That-Help-You-Wonder-About-Everything/White/p/book/9781041045441
https://www.routledge.com/Philosophy-for-Kids-40-Fun-Questions-That-Help-You-Wonder-About-Everything/White/p/book/9781041045441


F a c u l t y  N e w s  
Talks

Possibilization, Renewal, and the Critical Imagination – A Feminist
Phenomenological Approach, The Annual Meeting of the Husserl Circle,
Veracruzana University, Mexico, June 2026 (co-presenter: Délia Popa)
Reorientations – Reflexivity, Iterability, and the Methodological Import of
the Critical Imagination, ‘Phénoménologie féministe. Travaux en cours’
Conference, Toulouse Jean Jaurès University, France, May 2026 (invited)
Affectivity, Resistance, Possibilization – Husserl's Anchored Imagination? ,
The Annual Spring Symposium of the Boston Phenomenology Circle,
April 2026 (invited)
Affectivity, Emergence, Possibilization – A Synthetic-Genetic and
Generative Account of the Imagination , Chicago-Area Consortium in
German Philosophy, DePaul University, March 2026 (invited)
Husserl, Phenomenology, and Historical Reflection, Utah Valley University’s 2026
G. Lawrence Anderson Undergraduate Philosophy Conference, February 2026
(invited; keynote)

Forthcoming Publications
Husserl and Critical Theory , Special Issue, Continental Philosophy Review (co-editor: Sara Heinämaa,
forthcoming)
“Husserl and Critical Theory – Tensions and Resonances,” Continental Philosophy Review , Special Issue
entitled ‘Husserl and Critical Theory’ (co-authored with Sara Heinämaa; forthcoming journal article).
“Husserl and Marcuse on Critique and Realizable Historical Alternatives,” Continental Philosophy
Review , Special Issue entitled ‘Husserl and Critical Theory’ (forthcoming journal article).
“Affectivity, Emergence, Possibilization – A Synthetic-Genetic and Generative Account of the
Imagination,” Metodo: International Studies in Phenomenology and Philosophy , Special Issue on
‘Generativity’ (forthcoming journal article)
“Husserl and Paci on Critique, Renewal, and the Primacy of the Living Present” in Enzo Paci Today: A
Collection of Critical Essays , Marco Cavallaro & Délia Popa (Eds.), Routledge (forthcoming book
chapter)

Andreea Smaranda Aldea

IPRS – Intercontinental Phenomenology Research Seminar (see poster,) Website:
https://www.intercontinentalphenomenology.org/

The IPRS seminar supports cutting-edge research in phenomenology, meeting 12 sessions per year, with senior and
junior scholars from all corners of the globe. IPRS is designed to function as a platform for rigorous scholarship and
dialogue in phenomenological research where diversely innovative approaches contribute to the field and expand it.
IPRs is especially committed to supporting junior scholars and scholars whose work in progress would benefit from
the in-depth feedback (including Ph.D. students who are currently working on their theses). Starting in the fall 2026,
the seminar will team up with the In-Debate Research Group in Germany (based in Hagen, Darmstadt, and Cologne)
for a series of 6 talks by prominent scholars. Next year’s theme is ‘Resistance(s)’ and the focus will be feminist and
political phenomenology.

https://www.intercontinentalphenomenology.org/


Sean received a QIC Excellence in Teaching award.
 

He was also awarded a faculty fellowship from the DePaul Humanities Center.

F a c u l t y  N e w s  

Sean Kirkland

Tuhin received an LAS Faculty Summer Research Grant for his project, “Freud Travels to Calcutta:
Girindrasekhar Bose and the Decolonization of Psychoanalysis.” 

He has also received a research leave for Autumn Quarter 2026-27 to complete his monograph,
tentatively titled, I Killed My Mother: Maternal Figurations in Ancient Greek and Indian Thought.

Additionally, he was invited as a Plenary Speaker at Santipur College (West Bengal, India) in May
2026, where he gave a talk titled, “At the End of Poros: Planetarity, the Tragic, and the Ethics of
Translation.”

Tuhin Bhattacharjee

Will McNeill edited a book of collected essays by the late Robert E. Wood, Heidegger in Dialogue,
which was published by Bloomsbury in April 2026. https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/heidegger-
in-dialogue-9798765153529/

Will also published a chapter titled “The Community of the Unconcealed” in the collection Irish
Phenomenology (Bloomsbury, October 2025). https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/irish-
phenomenology-9798765143766/

Will McNeill

https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/heidegger-in-dialogue-9798765153529/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/heidegger-in-dialogue-9798765153529/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/irish-phenomenology-9798765143766/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/irish-phenomenology-9798765143766/


Forthcoming Publications
“Aesthetics and Cultural Liberation in Latin America as a Balm Against Isolationism,” for
Methodological Pluralism in the History of Philosophy,eds. Marco Tamborini and Andrea Gentili
(Berlin: De Gruyter): 143-160.
“Fichte und die Natur” (in German) for the Nomos Handbuch, Johann Gottlieb Fichte. Leben-Werkk-
Wirkung, eds. Matteo Vincenzo d-Alfonso and Christian Klotz (Baden-Baden: Nomos, 2025): 779-
781.
“Fichte und Friedrich Schlegel,” (in German) with Bärbel Frischmann for the Nomos Handbuch,
Johann Gottlieb Fichte. Leben-Werkk-Wirkung, eds. Matteo Vincenzo d-Alfonso and Christian Klotz
(Baden-Baden: Nomos, 2025): 603-606.
“The Role of History in Schlegel’s Philosophy: The Case against Isolationism and for Bildung,” for
special volume of Symphilosophie. Symphilosophizing in German Romanticism: Relationships,
Methods, Ideas, eds. Michael Forster and Laure Cahen-Maurel.
“The Question of Nature and Its Relation to the Empirical Sciences in Goethe, Hegel, and
Humboldt,” for special volume of Estudios Hegelianos, entitled Hegel and Goethe: On the
Relationship between Philosophy, Aesthetics, and Political Theory, ed. Gregor Schäfer.
Review of Adrian J. Ivakhiv’s, The New Lives of Images. Digital Ecologies and Anthropocene
Imaginaries in More-than-Human Worlds (Stanford University Press, 2025) for Choice Current
Reviews for Academic Libraries. Vol. 63 No. 8 (April 2026).

Elizabeth’s Fichte Seminar held in the
Art Institute of Chicago Garden

F a c u l t y  N e w s  
Elizabeth Millán Brusslan

Talks (Winter and Spring Quarters)
“Grasping the Spirit of Nature,” for the meeting, Nature: Visible and Invisible. Philosophy, Science,
and Esotericism in Modern Thought. May 2026. University of Cagliari, Sardinia, Italy.
“Surprises and Hermeneutical Blindness: Elements of Philosophy’s Imperfect Canon,” for the
workshop, Temporalities, Histories, and Methodologies of Philosophy. March 2026. History of
Consciousness at University of California, Santa Cruz, CA.
“Poetry as Republican Discourse and Schlegel’s Call for a New Critique of Philosophy,” for the
meeting (attended via Zoom), Communism of Spirits: Conceptions of Political Life in Classical German
Philosophy between Critique and Aesthetics. February 2026. University of Potsdam/Center for Post-
Kantian Philosophy, Germany.
“The morality of public discussion: a balm in troubled political times” for the panel, The Role of
Philosophy in Perilous Times. Invited panel for a session of the American Society for Value Inquiry
at the American Philosophical Association Central Division Meeting. February 2026. Chicago, IL.



In winter quarter, Rafael presented a paper on Carlos Pereda’s Mexico Unveiled: Resisting Colonial
Vices and Other Complaints, at the American Philosophical Association Central Division Annual
Meeting in Chicago. 

He also organized an online memorial in honor of Eduardo Mendieta (1963-2025), a towering
figure in the field of Latin American philosophy, hosted by the Political Theology Network. 

At DePaul, he organized an international panel
with Dr. Nicolás Panotto, who flew all the way
from Chile to dialogue with our colleague Bill
Cavanaugh (Catholic Studies) on the topic of
“Religion and Politics in Latin America,” an
interdisciplinary event organized through the
Center for Religion, Culture, and Community, and
co-sponsored by the Dialogue Collaborative, the
Center for Latino Research, the Department of
Latin American & Latino Studies, the
Department of Catholic Studies, and the
Department of Philosophy.

In spring, Rafael held a virtual “Global
Conversation” on the topic of “Global Alternative
Modernities” with Dr. Kurt Mertel (American
University of Sharjah, UAE), a discussion that
included students from all over the world.  

Rafael was appointed Associate Professor with
tenure, for which he would like to thank the
entire Philosophy Department and everyone
who has supported him during the past six
years.

F a c u l t y  N e w s  

Rafael Vizcaino



IBPE

I n s t i t u t e  f o r  B u s i n e s s  
&

 P r o f e s s i o n a l  E t h i c s







Wicklander Fellows

The Wicklander Fellowship is
awarded annually to full-time
DePaul faculty who
demonstrate an interest in
applied or professional ethics
as these topics relate to their
particular field of research.
Applications are accepted
from faculty in any department
at DePaul.

https://business.depaul.edu/academics/centers-institutes/institute-business-professional-ethics/fellowships-scholarships
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P h i l o s o p h y  T o d a y  i s  p l e a s e d  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h e
p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  V o l u m e  7 0 : 1 ,  w i n t e r  2 0 2 6 .  

T h i s  i s  a  s p e c i a l  i s s u e ,  " A  P l a n e t a r y  A g e :  P h i l o s o p h y  i n
a  N e w  E r a  o f  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e , "  g u e s t  e d i t e d  b y  T r a v i s
H o l l o w a y .  

T h a n k s  t o  C a r o l i n e  L o f t u s  a n d  W i l l  C o x ,  P h i l o s o p h y
T o d a y ' s  a s s i s t a n t  e d i t o r s ,  f o r  t h e i r  e x c e l l e n t  w o r k  i n
e d i t i n g  t h i s  e x c i t i n g  a n d  r i c h  i s s u e  w i t h  a r t i c l e s ,
p o e t r y ,  i n t e r v i e w s ,  a n d  b o o k  r e v i e w s  t h a t  t o o k  a  g r e a t
d e a l  o f  t i m e  a n d  e f f o r t  t o  e d i t .



Joseph proudly had an article published in the
journal, Open Philosophy, titled “Dualities of
Spontaneity: Adorno’s Rethinking of a Kantian
Concept.”
https://www.degruyterbrill.com/document/doi/
10.1515/opphil-2025-0111/html

Edward participated in the 2nd
Conference of the East Asia Schelling-
Network, held March, 2026, at Academia
Sinica in Taipei (Taiwan). This year’s
topic was "Philosophy of Mythology in
Schelling,” and he presented his paper
entitled "Only the Darkest Night
Changes into Day: On Hegel’s “Critique”
of Schelling in Phenomenology of
Spirit.”

Edward Kwok

Graduate Student News & Events
Joseph Bermas-Dawes

Edward also published a paper entitled
"The Problem of Method and Self-
Knowledge in Kant's Transcendental
Philosophy” in The Review of
Metaphysics, volume 79, number 3
(Issue No, 315), March 2026, pp. 543-
589. https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/56596

Events

https://www.degruyterbrill.com/document/doi/10.1515/opphil-2025-0111/html
https://www.degruyterbrill.com/document/doi/10.1515/opphil-2025-0111/html
https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/56596


Graduate Student News & Events



Héctor successfully defended his
dissertation titled “Immeasurable Life:
Practice and Process in Philosophies
East and West.” June 16, 2026.

Sucessfully Defended Dissertations
Héctor E. Ramos



Laura successfully defended her dissertation, "Nietzsche’s Greek Soul: Traces of Aristotle’s
Psuchē in the Early Nietzsche” on June 19, 2026 via Zoom.. 

Sucessfully Defended Dissertations
Laura Campos



Evan successfully defended his
dissertation, "Skeptical Philosophy
in Sextus and Fichte,” with
distinction, on June 23, 2026. 

Sucessfully Defended Dissertations
Evan O’Donnell



Senior Dinner at Paula’s
Thai Kitchen

Undergraduate Student News & Events

Congratulations to Sheldon T. White
who defended his MA Thesis titled

“A Phenomenology on the
Possibility of Freedom, Grounded in

the Lifeworld.”

https://whc.yale.edu/program/franke-lectures-humanities


A L U M N I  N E W S

ELAINE MILLER presented her talk,
“Beyond the Intuitive
Understanding: Hegel, Goethe, and
Kant’s Critique of Judgment,” for the
Philosophy Department Pleshette
DeArmitt Memorial Alumni lecture.

MICHAEL KAZANJIAN, a retired professor at Triton College, is developing a K-
seminar as an interdisciplinary nature of philosophy underlying the disciplines.
He is influenced by Camus, Whitehead, Ricœur, and Mary Midgely.  Michael’s
work includes resolving a flaw he finds in Kant's Critique of Pure Reason, and in
Wittgenstein's language games. He is expanding ergonomics, and finds a link
between expanded ergonomics, phenomenology, cybernetics, and mereology.
Michael has found an ergonomic and Ricœurian approach to Heidegger.

https://whc.yale.edu/program/franke-lectures-humanities
http://www.sunypress.edu/p-6784-eckhart-heidegger-and-the-imper.aspx


ROBIN UNDERWOOD is now enrolled in the
Cleo Pre-Law Institute at Penn State.

Robin truly believes she is on the right
path. “I can't explain how empowered I feel
right now. I already know that it will be a
transformative experience,” she said, on her
journey to becoming a medical malpractice
attorney.

A L U M N I  N E W S

SAM RIDGE earned his Ph.D. in Philosophy in
spring 2026 from the University of California
San Diego and in the fall he  will be joining
the Department of Philosophy at Bryn Mawr
College as a Visiting Assistant Professor. Sam
specializes in ethics and moral psychology.

“Thanks to all the professors at DePaul who
helped set me on my path of pursuing a
career in philosophy!”



C o n t a c t  U s

H a v e  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  t h e
n e w s l e t t e r ?

S e n d  t o  R e g i n a  R o b i n s o n  a t
r r o b i n 4 0 @ d e p a u l . e d u  o r
p h i l o s o p h y @ d e p a u l . e d u

Would you like to be added to
our Friends of Philosophy list?
Send your name and email to
philosophy@depaul.edu

@DePaulPhilosophy

A I  D I S C L O S U R E :  S O M E  P H O T O S  W E R E  E D I T E D  F O R
C O N T E N T  U S I N G  A  M A G I C  E D I T  T O O L

http://www.sunypress.edu/p-6784-eckhart-heidegger-and-the-imper.aspx
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